《Explanatory Notes on Proverbs》(John Wesley)
Commentator

John Wesley was a Church of England cleric and Christian theologian. Wesley is largely credited, along with his brother Charles Wesley, as founding the Methodist movement which began when he took to open-air preaching in a similar manner to George Whitefield. In contrast to George Whitefield's Calvinism, Wesley embraced the Arminian doctrines that were dominant in the 18th-century Church of England. Methodism in both forms was a highly successful evangelical movement in the United Kingdom, which encouraged people to experience Jesus Christ personally.

Wesley's writing and preachings provided the seeds for both the modern Methodist movement and the Holiness movement, which encompass numerous denominations across the world. In addition, he refined Arminianism with a strong evangelical emphasis on the Reformed doctrine of justification by faith.

Wesley was a logical thinker and expressed himself clearly, concisely and forcefully in writing. His written sermons are characterised by spiritual earnestness and simplicity. They are doctrinal but not dogmatic. His Notes on the New Testament (1755) are enlightening. Both the Sermons (about 140) and the Notes are doctrinal standards. Wesley was a fluent, powerful and effective preacher. He usually preached spontaneously and briefly, though occasionally at great length.

Proverbs 1
Verse 2

[2] To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of understanding;

To know — Written to help men to know throughly and practically. Both human wisdom to conduct our affairs in this life, and Divine wisdom.

Instruction — The instructions delivered either by God, or men, in order to the attainment of wisdom.

To perceive — Which teach a man true understanding.

Verse 3
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[3] To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity; 

To receive — Willing to receive the counsels of others. Such as makes men wise and prudent, and to teach just judgments or equity.

Verse 4

[4] To give subtilty to the simple, to the young man knowledge and discretion. 

Simple — Such as want wisdom.

Young man — Who wants both experience and self-government.

Verse 5

[5] A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels:

Will hear — Is willing to learn.

Attain to — The art of governing himself or others.

Verse 7
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[7] The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.

The fear — Reverence and obedience to God.

Beginning — The foundation without which all other knowledge is vain.

Fools — That is, wicked men, are so far from attaining true wisdom, that they despise it, and all the means of getting it.

Verse 8

[8] My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother:

My son — He speaks to his scholars with paternal authority and affection.

Of thy mother — Those pious instructions, which thy mother instilled into thee in thy tender years.

Verse 17

[17] Surely in vain the net is spread in the sight of any bird.

In vain — The fowler who spreads, his net in the sight of the bird looseth his labour. But these, are more foolish than the silly birds, and though they are not ignorant of the mischief which these evil courses will bring upon themselves, yet they will not take warning.

Verse 18

[18] And they lay wait for their own blood; they lurk privily for their own lives.

Their own blood — The destruction which they design to others, fall upon themselves.

Verse 19

[19] So are the ways of every one that is greedy of gain; which taketh away the life of the owners thereof.

Greedy — That seeks gain by wicked practices.

Verse 20

[20] Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice in the streets:

Wisdom — Having expressed the counsels of wicked men, he now declares the voice of wisdom. By wisdom he understands the wisdom of God revealed to men in his word. And this is said to cry with a loud voice, to intimate God's earnestness in inviting sinners to repentance.

Abroad — Or, in the streets or open places. Not in corners, but openly before all the world.

Verse 21

[21] She crieth in the chief place of concourse, in the openings of the gates: in the city she uttereth her words, saying,

Gates — Where magistrates sit in judgment, and people are assembled.

The city — Not only in the gate, but in every part of the city.

Verse 22

[22] How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and the scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge?

Scoffers — That scoff at religion and contemn the word and faithful ministers of God.

Verse 23

[23] Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, I will make known my words unto you.

My words — By my spirit I will cause you to understand my word.

Verse 24

[24] Because I have called, and ye refused; I have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded;

Called — By my ministers, by my judgments, and by the motions of my spirit and your own conscience.

Verse 26

[26] I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh;

Your fear — The misery you do or should fear.

Verse 28

[28] Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall not find me:

Early — With diligence and fervency.

Verse 29

[29] For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the LORD:

Knowledge — The practical knowledge of God and of their duty.

Verse 31

[31] Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices.

Eat — They should receive punishment answerable to their sins.

Filled — With the fruits of them.

Verse 32

[32] For the turning away of the simple shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy them.

Turning — From God.

Destroy — Shall prove the occasion of their ruin, by making them presumptuous, and secure.

Proverbs 2

Verse 1

[1] My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee;

Hide — Lay them up in thy heart with care, as men do their choicest treasures.

Verse 3
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[3] Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding;

Criest — To God, the only giver of it.

Verse 4

[4] If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures;

Seek her — With unwearied diligence and earnest desire and patient expectation.

Verse 8

[8] He keepeth the paths of judgment, and preserveth the way of his saints.

Path of judgment — Righteous paths, judgment being here put for righteousness. And keeping of paths may be put for keeping them in their paths.

Verse 9
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[9] Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and judgment, and equity; yea, every good path.

Then — When God in answer to thy desires hath given thee wisdom.

Equity — All the parts of thy duty to man, as well as the fear of God.

Verse 10

[10] When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul;

When — Thou dost truly love wisdom.

Verse 13

[13] Who leave the paths of uprightness, to walk in the ways of darkness;

Darkness — Of sin.

Verse 15

[15] Whose ways are crooked, and they froward in their paths:

Crooked — Who swerve from the straight way of God's law, and have windings and turnings, to escape conviction.

Verse 16

[16] To deliver thee from the strange woman, even from the stranger which flattereth with her words;

Strange woman — From the adulteress or whore.

Verse 17

[17] Which forsaketh the guide of her youth, and forgetteth the covenant of her God.

Forsaketh — Her husband whom she took to be her guide and governor, in her youth.

The covenant — The marriage covenant: so called because God is the author of that mutual obligation: and because God is called to be the witness and judge of that solemn promise and covenant.

Verse 18

[18] For her house inclineth unto death, and her paths unto the dead.

For — Conversation with her (which was most usual in her own house) is the certain way to death, which it brings many ways, and undoubtedly, without repentance, to God's wrath and the second death.

Verse 20

[20] That thou mayest walk in the way of good men, and keep the paths of the righteous.

That — This depends upon verse 11, and is mentioned as another happy fruit of wisdom.

Proverbs 3

Verse 1

[1] My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments:

My law — The law of God, which might be called his law, as the gospel is called Paul's gospel, 2 Timothy 2:8, because delivered by him.

Verse 3
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[3] Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart:

Mercy — Mercy denotes all benignity, charity, and readiness to do good to others: truth or faithfulness respects all those duties which we owe to God or man, which we have special obligation from the rules of justice.

Bind them — Like a chain, wherewith persons adorn their necks.

Table — In thy mind and heart, in which all God's commands are to be received and engraven.

Verse 4

[4] So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man.

Understanding — Whereby to know thy duty, and to discern between good and evil.

Of God — Grace or favour with God, and that understanding which is good in God's sight.

Verse 5

[5] Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.

Trust — Wholly rely upon God's promises and providences.

Lean not — Under this one kind of carnal confidence, he understands all other confidence in bodily strength, wealth, or friends.

Verse 8
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[8] It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones.

Navel — To thy body, which is signified by one part of it.

Marrow — Which is the nourishment and strength of the bones.

Verse 9

[9] Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase:

Substance — Lay out thy estate not to please thyself, but to glorify God.

First-fruits — Or, with the chief or best; which answers to the first-fruits under the law.

Verse 10

[10] So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.

So — This is not the way to diminish thy estate, but rather to increase it.

Verse 11

[11] My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary of his correction:

Despise not — Either by making light of it, or not being duly affected with it; or by accounting it an unnecessary thing: but rather esteem it a privilege and favour from God.

Weary — Neither think it tedious or hard, but endure it with patience and chearfulness.

Verse 13

[13] Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding.

Findeth — Which supposes his diligent searching for it.

Verse 17

[17] Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.

Peace — Procure a blessed tranquility in a man's mind and conscience.

Verse 18

[18] She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy is every one that retaineth her.

A tree — A pledge of everlasting life. He alludes to the tree of life, and intimates, that this is the only restorer of that life which we have lost by sin.

Verse 19

[19] The LORD by wisdom hath founded the earth; by understanding hath he established the heavens.

Wisdom — Either by Christ, or by that Divine perfection of wisdom, which is the fountain of wisdom in man.

Verse 20

[20] By his knowledge the depths are broken up, and the clouds drop down the dew.

The depths — That great abyss contained in the bowels of the earth, breaks forth into fountains and rivers.

Verse 21

[21] My son, let not them depart from thine eyes: keep sound wisdom and discretion:

Eyes — The eyes of thy mind. Constantly and seriously meditate upon them.

Verse 22

[22] So shall they be life unto thy soul, and grace to thy neck.

Grace — Like a beautiful chain or ornament.

Verse 25

[25] Be not afraid of sudden fear, neither of the desolation of the wicked, when it cometh.

Be not — Thou shalt not be afraid.

Sudden — For sudden and unexpected evils are most frightful. And fear is here put for the evils feared.

Desolation — Which cometh upon the wicked.

Verse 26

[26] For the LORD shall be thy confidence, and shall keep thy foot from being taken.

Shall be — A sure ground of confidence to thee.

Taken — In the snares either of sin or mischief.

Verse 27

[27] Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of thine hand to do it.

With-hold not — Do not deny it, but readily and chearfuly impart it.

Good — Any thing which is good, either counsel, comfort, reproof, or the good things of the present life.

Due — That is, to all men, by that great and sovereign law of love.

Verse 28

[28] Say not unto thy neighbour, Go, and come again, and to morrow I will give; when thou hast it by thee.

Say not — The former verse forbad the denial, and this forbids the delay of this duty.

Verse 29

[29] Devise not evil against thy neighbour, seeing he dwelleth securely by thee.

Securely — Relying upon thine integrity.

Verse 31

[31] Envy thou not the oppressor, and choose none of his ways.

Envy not — For his impunity and success.

Verse 32

[32] For the froward is abomination to the LORD: but his secret is with the righteous.

Abomination — Therefore sooner or later he must be miserable.

The righteous — They are God's friends, to whom he imparts the favours and comforts to which other men are strangers.

Verse 33

[33] The curse of the LORD is in the house of the wicked: but he blesseth the habitation of the just.

The house — Not only upon his own person, but also upon his posterity.

Verse 35

[35] The wise shall inherit glory: but shame shall be the promotion of fools.

Shame — Instead of that glory which they seek.

Proverbs 4

Verse 1

[1] Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know understanding.

A father — Of me, who have paternal authority over you and affection for you.

Verse 3
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[3] For I was my father's son, tender and only beloved in the sight of my mother.

Tender — Young and tender in years, and tenderly educated.

Only beloved — Beloved above all the rest.

Verse 4

[4] He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words: keep my commandments, and live.

Said — The following verses, at least as far as the tenth verse, are the words of David.

Verse 7

[7] Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding.

With all — Even with the price of all.

Verse 8
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[8] Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: she shall bring thee to honour, when thou dost embrace her.

Exalt — Let her have thine highest esteem and affection.

Verse 9

[9] She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee.

Grace — A beautiful ornament, such as they used to put upon their heads.

Verse 16

[16] For they sleep not, except they have done mischief; and their sleep is taken away, unless they cause some to fall.

For — They cannot sleep with quietness.

Verse 17

[17] For they eat the bread of wickedness, and drink the wine of violence.

For — Wickedness is as pleasant to them as their bread.

Verse 18

[18] But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.

But — Just men daily grow in knowledge, and grace, and consolation, 'till all be perfected and swallowed up in glory.

Verse 19

[19] The way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not at what they stumble.

Darkness — Full of ignorance and error, of uncertainty and confusion, of danger and misery.

Verse 23

[23] Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.

Heart — Thy thoughts, will, and affections.

For — From thence proceed all the actions, as of the natural, so of the spiritual life, which lead to eternal life.

Verse 24

[24] Put away from thee a froward mouth, and perverse lips put far from thee.

Mouth — All sorts of sinful words.

Verse 25

[25] Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight before thee.

Right on — Direct all thine actions to a right end, and keep thy mind fixed upon that way which leads to it, and neither look or turn aside to the right-hand or the left.

Verse 26

[26] Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established.

Ponder — Consider thine actions before thou dost them, and see that they agree with the rule.

And — Let thine actions be uniformly and constantly good in spite of all temptations.

Proverbs 5

Verse 3

[3] For the lips of a strange woman drop as an honeycomb, and her mouth is smoother than oil:

The lips — It concerns thee to get and to use discretion, that thou mayest be able to resist those temptations to which thou art exposed.

Verse 4
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[4] But her end is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a twoedged sword.

But — The effect of that to which she entices men, is destruction.

Verse 5

[5] Her feet go down to death; her steps take hold on hell.

Feet — Her manner of life.

Verse 6

[6] Lest thou shouldest ponder the path of life, her ways are moveable, that thou canst not know them.

Lest — To prevent thy serious consideration.

Moveable — She transforms herself into several shapes, and has a thousand arts to ensnare.

Know — Thou canst not discover all her practice.

Verse 9
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[9] Lest thou give thine honour unto others, and thy years unto the cruel:

Honour — Thy dignity and reputation, the strength of thy body and mind.

Years — The flower of thine age.

The cruel — To the harlot, who though she pretends love, yet in truth is one of the most cruel creatures in the world, wasting thy estate and body without pity, and damming thy soul for ever.

Verse 10

[10] Lest strangers be filled with thy wealth; and thy labours be in the house of a stranger;

Strangers — Not only the strange women themselves, but others who are in league with them.

Labors — Wealth gotten by thy labours.

Verse 14

[14] I was almost in all evil in the midst of the congregation and assembly.

A moment — In how little a time am I now come into remediless misery! Assembly - And that in the congregation of Israel, where I was taught better things.

Verse 15

[15] Drink waters out of thine own cistern, and running waters out of thine own well.

Drink — Content thyself with those delights which God alloweth thee in the sober use of the marriage-bed.

Verse 16

[16] Let thy fountains be dispersed abroad, and rivers of waters in the streets.

Fountains — Thy children proceeding from thy wife and from thyself. Fountains are here put for rivers flowing from them.

Dispersed — They shall in due time appear abroad to thy comfort, and for the good of others.

Verse 18

[18] Let thy fountain be blessed: and rejoice with the wife of thy youth.

Fountain — Thy wife.

Blessed — With children; for barrenness was esteemed a curse among the Israelites.

Verse 19

[19] Let her be as the loving hind and pleasant roe; let her breasts satisfy thee at all times; and be thou ravished always with her love.

Satisfy thee — At all convenient times: for that there may be excess in the marriage-bed is manifest.

Ravished — Love her fervently. It is an hyperbolical expression.

Verse 22

[22] His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and he shall be holden with the cords of his sins. 

Holden — He is in perfect bondage to his lusts, and is neither able nor wiling to set himself at liberty.

Verse 23

[23] He shall die without instruction; and in the greatness of his folly he shall go astray.

Die — He shall die in his sins. Astray-From the way of life, and from eternal salvation.

Proverbs 6

Verse 1

[1] My son, if thou be surety for thy friend, if thou hast stricken thy hand with a stranger,

Surety — Rashly, without considering how thou shalt discharge the debt as occasion require. Otherwise suretyship in some cases may be not only lawful, but an act of justice and charity.

Stricken thy hand — Obliged thyself by giving thine hand, as the custom then was in such cases.

With — With the creditor, whom he calls a stranger, because the usurers in Israel, who lent money to others, upon condition of paying use for it, were either Heathens, or were reputed as bad as Heathens, because this practice was forbidden by God's law, Deuteronomy 23:19.

Verse 3
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[3] Do this now, my son, and deliver thyself, when thou art come into the hand of thy friend; go, humble thyself, and make sure thy friend.

Hand — Into the power.

Friend — Of the debtor, for whom, as being thy friend, thou didst become surety; whereby thou art in his power, by his neglect or unfaithfulness, to expose thee to the payment of the debt.

Make sure — Or, and prevail with thy friend, strive to win him by thine incessant and earnest solicitations.

Verse 4

[4] Give not sleep to thine eyes, nor slumber to thine eyelids.

Give not sleep — Until thou hast taken care for the discharge of this obligation.

Verse 6

[6] Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise:

Go — This is a distinct precept; and it is for the most part as needless to seek, as hard to find, coherence in the proverbs.

Verse 11
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[11] So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, and thy want as an armed man.

Travelleth — Swiftly and unexpectedly.

Armed man — Irresistibly.

Verse 16

[16] These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him:

Hate — Above many other sins which have a worse name in the world.

Verse 18

[18] An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief,

Deviseth — He whose practice it is to contrive wickedness.

Swift — Such as greedily execute their wicked designs.

Verse 20

[20] My son, keep thy father's commandment, and forsake not the law of thy mother:

The law — The word of God, which thy parents delivered to thee.

Verse 21

[21] Bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie them about thy neck.

Bind them — Constantly remember, and duly consider them.

Verse 22

[22] When thou goest, it shall lead thee; when thou sleepest, it shall keep thee; and when thou awakest, it shall talk with thee.

It — The law of God which thy parents have taught thee.

Talk — It shall give thee counsel and comfort.

Verse 25

[25] Lust not after her beauty in thine heart; neither let her take thee with her eyelids.

Eye-lids — With her wanton glances,

Verse 30

[30] Men do not despise a thief, if he steal to satisfy his soul when he is hungry;

Despise — Abhor, but rather pity him.

Verse 31

[31] But if he be found, he shall restore sevenfold; he shall give all the substance of his house.

Restore — He speaks not of that restitution which the law required, but of that which either the wronged person might force the thief to make, or which the thief would willingly give rather than be exposed to public shame.

Verse 34

[34] For jealousy is the rage of a man: therefore he will not spare in the day of vengeance.

Rage — It enflames a man with rage.

In the day — When he hath an opportunity to avenge himself.

Proverbs 7

Verse 2

[2] Keep my commandments, and live; and my law as the apple of thine eye.

Live — Thou shalt live.

Eye — With all possible care and diligence.

Verse 3
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[3] Bind them upon thy fingers, write them upon the table of thine heart.

Bind them — As a ring which is continually in a man's eye.

Verse 4

[4] Say unto wisdom, Thou art my sister; and call understanding thy kinswoman:

And call — Acquaint and delight thyself with her.

Verse 8

[8] Passing through the street near her corner; and he went the way to her house,

Passing — Idle and careless, near the corner of the street in which her house stood.

Verse 12
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[12] Now is she without, now in the streets, and lieth in wait at every corner.)

Without — Without the door of her house.

Corner — Of the streets, where she might either conceal or discover herself, as she saw fit.

Verse 14

[14] I have peace offerings with me; this day have I payed my vows.

Offerings — I have paid my peace-offerings which I had vowed. Whereby she signifies, that she had plentiful provisions at her house for his entertainment. For the peace-offerings were to be of the best flesh, Leviticus 22:21, and a considerable part of these offerings fell to the offerer's share.

Verse 20

[20] He hath taken a bag of money with him, and will come home at the day appointed.

Hath taken — Which is an evidence that he designs to stay a considerable time.

At the day — So that we need not fear any surprise.

Verse 22

[22] He goeth after her straightway, as an ox goeth to the slaughter, or as a fool to the correction of the stocks;

As an ox — Going to it securely, as if it were going to a good pasture.

Verse 23

[23] Till a dart strike through his liver; as a bird hasteth to the snare, and knoweth not that it is for his life.

His liver — His vital parts, 'till his life be lost.

Proverbs 8

Verse 1

[1] Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding put forth her voice?

Wisdom — It is a great question what this wisdom is. Some understand it of the Divine wisdom; others of the second person in the Godhead: and it cannot be denied that some passages best agree to the former, and others to the latter opinion. Possibly both may be joined together, and the chapter may be understood of Christ considered partly in his personal capacity, and partly in regard of his office, which was to impart the mind and will of God to mankind.

Verse 2
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[2] She standeth in the top of high places, by the way in the places of the paths.

High place — Where she may be best seen and heard.

Paths — Where many paths meet, where there is a great concourse, and where travellers may need direction.

Verse 3

[3] She crieth at the gates, at the entry of the city, at the coming in at the doors.

Gates — The places of judgment, and of the confluence of people.

The entry — To invite passengers at their first coming and to conduct them to her house.

The doors — Of her house.

Verse 4

[4] Unto you, O men, I call; and my voice is to the sons of man.

O men — To all men without exception.

Verse 5
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[5] O ye simple, understand wisdom: and, ye fools, be ye of an understanding heart.

Ye simple — Who want knowledge, and experience.

Fools — Wilful sinners.

Verse 9

[9] They are all plain to him that understandeth, and right to them that find knowledge.

To him — Whose mind God hath enlightened.

To them — That are truly wise.

Verse 10

[10] Receive my instruction, and not silver; and knowledge rather than choice gold.

And not silver — Rather than silver.

Verse 12

[12] I wisdom dwell with prudence, and find out knowledge of witty inventions.

I dwell — My inseparable companion is prudence to govern all my actions, and to direct the actions of others.

Find out — I help men to find out.

Inventions — Of all ingenious contrivances for the glory of God, and for the good of men.

Verse 14

[14] Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom: I am understanding; I have strength.

Wisdom — All solid and substantial and useful wisdom is assential to me.

Verse 15

[15] By me kings reign, and princes decree justice.

By me — They rule their kingdoms wisely and justly, by my counsel and assistance. Their injustice is from themselves, but all the good they do, they owe to my conduct.

Verse 17

[17] I love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find me.

I love — I do not despise their love, but kindly accept it and recompence it with my love and favour.

Early — With sincere affection and diligence, which he mentions as the evidence of their love.

Verse 21

[21] That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures.

Substance — Substantial happiness: opposed to all worldly enjoyments, which are but mere shadows.

Verse 22

[22] The LORD possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old.

Possessed me — As his son by eternal generation, before the beginning.

Of old — His works of creation.

Verse 23

[23] I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was.

Set up — Heb. anointed, constituted to be the person by whom the Father resolved to do all his works, to create, to uphold and govern and judge, to redeem and save the world.

From the beginning — Before which, there was nothing but a vast eternity.

The earth — Which together with the heaven, was the first of God's visible works.

Verse 24

[24] When there were no depths, I was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water.

No depths — No abyss or deep waters.

Brought forth — Begotten of my father.

Verse 26

[26] While as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part of the dust of the world.

The earth — The dry land called earth after it was separated from the waters Genesis 1:10.

Fields — The plain and open parts of the earth distinguished from the mountains.

Dust — Of this lower part of the world which consists of dust.

Verse 27

[27] When he prepared the heavens, I was there: when he set a compass upon the face of the depth:

I was there — As co-worker with my Father.

Depth — Of that great abyss of water and earth mixed together, which is called both earth and water and the deep, Genesis 1:2, when he made this lower world in the form of a globe.

Verse 28

[28] When he established the clouds above: when he strengthened the fountains of the deep:

Strengthened — When he shut up the fountains in the cavities of the earth, and kept them there as it were by a strong band.

The deep — Which have their original from the deep, either from the sea, or from the abyss of waters in the bowels of the earth.

Verse 31

[31] Rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth; and my delights were with the sons of men.

My delights were — To uphold them by my power and providence, to reveal myself and my Father's will to them from age to age, to assume their nature, and to redeem and save them.

Verse 34

[34] Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my doors.

Waiting — As servants or clients, wait at the doors of princes or persons of eminency.

Proverbs 9

Verse 1

[1] Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars:

Her house — For the reception of her guests.

Seven — Many pillars; whereby is intimated the beauty and stability of the church.

Pillars — Prophets, and apostles, and ministers.

Verse 2
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[2] She hath killed her beasts; she hath mingled her wine; she hath also furnished her table.

Killed — Made provision for the guests.

Mingled — With water, as they used to do in those hot countries.

Furnished — With all necessaries, and now waits for the guests.

Verse 3

[3] She hath sent forth her maidens: she crieth upon the highest places of the city,

Maidens — Her servants to invite the guests, ministers of the word whom he calls maidens for the decency of the parable; for wisdom being compared to a great princess, was fit to be attended upon by maidens.

Highest places — From such high seats as those from which judges delivered their sentences, and officers made proclamations.

Verse 4

[4] Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither: as for him that wanteth understanding, she saith to him,

Simple — Ignorant, and weak.

Verse 7
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[7] He that reproveth a scorner getteth to himself shame: and he that rebuketh a wicked man getteth himself a blot.

A former — He shews whom he meant by the foolish, verse 6, even scorners and wicked men, and presses his last advice of forsaking them because there was no good, but hurt to be got from them.

Verse 8

[8] Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee: rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee.

A scorner — An obstinate and incorrigible sinner.

Verse 12

[12] If thou be wise, thou shalt be wise for thyself: but if thou scornest, thou alone shalt bear it.

For thyself — Thou dost not profit me but thyself.

Verse 14

[14] For she sitteth at the door of her house, on a seat in the high places of the city,

At the door — Watching for occasions of sin.

Verse 15

[15] To call passengers who go right on their ways:

Go right — Who are going innocently about their business.

Verse 16

[16] Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither: and as for him that wanteth understanding, she saith to him,

Simple — This title is not given them by her, but by Solomon.

Verse 17

[17] Stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant.

Sweet — From the difficulty of obtaining them; and because the very prohibition renders them more grateful to corrupt nature.

Proverbs 10

Verse 2

[2] Treasures of wickedness profit nothing: but righteousness delivereth from death.

Of wickedness — Such as are got by any sort of wicked practices.

Death — Often from temporal, and always from eternal death.

Verse 5
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[5] He that gathereth in summer is a wise son: but he that sleepeth in harvest is a son that causeth shame.

Gathereth — The fruits of his field.

In summer — In harvest. He that improved the opportunities of doing good to himself and others.

Verse 6

[6] Blessings are upon the head of the just: but violence covereth the mouth of the wicked.

Violence — Their own violence or injustice. This may be an allusion to the ancient custom of covering the mouths and faces of condemned malefactors.

Verse 8

[8] The wise in heart will receive commandments: but a prating fool shall fall.

Who receive — Is ready to hear and obey the precepts of God and men.

Fall — Into mischief.

Verse 9
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[9] He that walketh uprightly walketh surely: but he that perverteth his ways shall be known.

Surely — Or, securely, or confidently, as the word properly signifies; quietly resting upon God's favour and gracious providence for his protections.

Known — His wickedness shall be publickly discovered.

Verse 10

[10] He that winketh with the eye causeth sorrow: but a prating fool shall fall. 

Winketh — That secretly designs mischief against others, as this phrase is used, Psalms 35:19.

Verse 13

[13] In the lips of him that hath understanding wisdom is found: but a rod is for the back of him that is void of understanding. 

Wisdom — This wisdom shews itself in his speech.

A rod — Rebukes from God and men.

Verse 14

[14] Wise men lay up knowledge: but the mouth of the foolish is near destruction.

Lay up — In their minds, to be brought forth upon fit occasions.

Knowledge — Whereby they may be enabled to speak both what, and when it is seasonable.

But — Fools are more forward to lay out than to lay up, and for want of knowledge speak much and foolishly, whereby they frequently bring destruction upon themselves.

Verse 15

[15] The rich man's wealth is his strong city: the destruction of the poor is their poverty.

Wealth — It often redeems him from dangers and calamities.

Poverty — Is the cause of their ruin.

Verse 16

[16] The labour of the righteous tendeth to life: the fruit of the wicked to sin.

The labour — The fruit of his labour, to the preservation of this life, and obtaining eternal life.

Fruit — The fruit of all their labour tends to sin, and serves only for fuel to mens pride and luxury.

Verse 18

[18] He that hideth hatred with lying lips, and he that uttereth a slander, is a fool.

Lying lips — With flattering words. He here condemns two opposite vices, secret hatred, and manifest slander.

Verse 20

[20] The tongue of the just is as choice silver: the heart of the wicked is little worth.

Is — Of great worth and use.

Heart — And consequently the tongue.

Verse 21

[21] The lips of the righteous feed many: but fools die for want of wisdom. 

Feed — By their wise discourses and counsels.

Die — They have not wisdom to preserve themselves, much less to feed others.

Verse 26

[26] As vinegar to the teeth, and as smoke to the eyes, so is the sluggard to them that send him.

So — Unserviceable and vexatious.

Verse 28

[28] The hope of the righteous shall be gladness: but the expectation of the wicked shall perish.

Gladness — Shall be accomplished, and turned into enjoyment.

Verse 29

[29] The way of the LORD is strength to the upright: but destruction shall be to the workers of iniquity.

The way — The way of God's precepts.

Strength — Gives strength, support, and protection.

Verse 30

[30] The righteous shall never be removed: but the wicked shall not inhabit the earth.

Never be removed — They shall live happily here, and eternally in heaven.

The earth — They shall not have so much as a quiet abode upon earth; much less shall they have any possession in heaven.

Verse 32

[32] The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable: but the mouth of the wicked speaketh frowardness. 

The lips — Knowledge is here ascribed to the lips, as it is to the hands, Psalms 78:72, because they are conducted by knowledge and wisdom.

Acceptable — What is truly worthy of acceptation.

Proverbs 11

Verse 1

[1] A false balance is abomination to the LORD: but a just weight is his delight.

A false balance — The use of all false weights and measures in commerce.

Verse 8
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[8] The righteous is delivered out of trouble, and the wicked cometh in his stead.

Cometh — Into trouble.

Verse 9

[9] An hypocrite with his mouth destroyeth his neighbour: but through knowledge shall the just be delivered.

Delivered — From the infection of the hypocrite's evil counsel.

Verse 11

[11] By the blessing of the upright the city is exalted: but it is overthrown by the mouth of the wicked.

The blessing — Wherewith they bless the city, by their sincere prayers, and wise and wholesome counsels.

The mouth — By their curses, and oaths, and blasphemies, and wicked counsels.

Verse 12
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[12] He that is void of wisdom despiseth his neighbour: but a man of understanding holdeth his peace.

Despiseth — Which he shews by contemptuous or reproachful expressions.

Holdeth peace — Forbears all such expressions, and silently and patiently bears those reproaches.

Verse 13

[13] A talebearer revealeth secrets: but he that is of a faithful spirit concealeth the matter.

Secrets — Such things as were committed to his trust with a charge of secrecy.

Verse 16

[16] A gracious woman retaineth honour: and strong men retain riches.

Gracious woman — A woman endued with the grace of God.

Retaineth — Or, holdeth fast her honour, or reputation.

Verse 18

[18] The wicked worketh a deceitful work: but to him that soweth righteousness shall be a sure reward.

Worketh — A work which will deceive his expectation.

Soweth — That worketh it with constancy, and diligence.

Verse 21

[21] Though hand join in hand, the wicked shall not be unpunished: but the seed of the righteous shall be delivered.

Though hand join — Though they are fortified against God's judgments by a numerous issue and kindred, and friends, and by mutual and strong combinations.

The seed — Not only their persons, but their children.

Verse 22

[22] As a jewel of gold in a swine's snout, so is a fair woman which is without discretion.

So is a fair woman without discretion — "Of beauty vain, of virtue void, What art thou in the sight of God? A slave to every base desire, A creature wallowing in the mire. Go, gaudy pageant of a day, Thy folly, with thy face display: Set all thy charms and graces out, And shew - the Jewel in thy snout!"

Verse 23

[23] The desire of the righteous is only good: but the expectation of the wicked is wrath.

The desire — The desires and expectations of the righteous shall end in their happiness, but the desires and expectations of the wicked men shall be disappointed, and end in the wrath of God.

Verse 24

[24] There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty.

Scattereth — That gives liberally.

Increaseth — Through God's blessing upon his estate.

Poverty — By God's providence secretly blasting his estate.

Verse 25

[25] The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also himself.

Fat — Shall be enriched both with temporal and spiritual blessings.

Verse 26

[26] He that withholdeth corn, the people shall curse him: but blessing shall be upon the head of him that selleth it.

With-holdeth corn — In a time of scarcity.

Selleth — Upon reasonable terms.

Verse 27

[27] He that diligently seeketh good procureth favour: but he that seeketh mischief, it shall come unto him.

Seeketh — To do good to all men.

Favour — With God and men.

Verse 29

[29] He that troubleth his own house shall inherit the wind: and the fool shall be servant to the wise of heart.

Troubleth — He who brings trouble upon himself and children, either by prodigality, or by restless endeavours to heap up riches.

Wind — Shall be as unable to keep what he gets as a man is to hold the wind in his hand.

Verse 30

[30] The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise.

The fruit — His discourses and his whole conversation, is like the fruit of the tree of life.

Winneth — That gains souls to God.

Verse 31

[31] Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth: much more the wicked and the sinner.

Recompensed — Punished for his sins.

Proverbs 12

Verse 6

[6] The words of the wicked are to lie in wait for blood: but the mouth of the upright shall deliver them.

Lie in wait — Are designed to entrap others, and to destroy them.

Deliver them — From those that lie in wait for them.

Verse 7
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[7] The wicked are overthrown, and are not: but the house of the righteous shall stand.

Are not — Both they and their families suddenly perish.

Verse 9

[9] He that is despised, and hath a servant, is better than he that honoureth himself, and lacketh bread.

Despised — That lives in a mean condition.

Honoureth — That glories in his high birth or gay attire.

Verse 10

[10] A righteous man regardeth the life of his beast: but the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel.

Regardeth — He will not destroy it either by labour beyond its strength, or by denying it necessary food or rest.

Cruel — There is cruelty mixed even with their most merciful actions.

Verse 11
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[11] He that tilleth his land shall be satisfied with bread: but he that followeth vain persons is void of understanding.

Tilleth — That employs his time in an honest calling.

Vain persons — In an idle course of living.

Verse 12

[12] The wicked desireth the net of evil men: but the root of the righteous yieldeth fruit.

Desireth — He approves those arts, which wicked men use like nets to ensnare other men.

The root — That piety, which is the root of his actions, yields him sufficient fruit both for his own need, and to do good to others.

Verse 14

[14] A man shall be satisfied with good by the fruit of his mouth: and the recompence of a man's hands shall be rendered unto him.

Mouth — By his pious and profitable discourses.

Hands — Of his actions.

Verse 15

[15] The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise.

Hearkeneth — That distrusts his own judgments, and seeks counsel from others.

Verse 16

[16] A fool's wrath is presently known: but a prudent man covereth shame.

Covereth — The shame, or injury done to him, which he conceals and bears with patience.

Verse 17

[17] He that speaketh truth sheweth forth righteousness: but a false witness deceit.

Deceit — He who uses himself to lying in his common talk, will use falsehood and deceit in judgment.

Verse 18

[18] There is that speaketh like the piercings of a sword: but the tongue of the wise is health.

Health — Tends to the comfort and benefit of others.

Verse 19

[19] The lip of truth shall be established for ever: but a lying tongue is but for a moment.

A moment — Liars, though they may make a fair shew for a season, yet are quickly convicted.

Verse 20

[20] Deceit is in the heart of them that imagine evil: but to the counsellors of peace is joy.

Deceit — They whose hearts devise mischief shall be deceived in their hopes, and bring trouble upon themselves: but they who by good counsels labour to promote peace, shall reap the comfort of it themselves.

Verse 23

[23] A prudent man concealeth knowledge: but the heart of fools proclaimeth foolishness.

Concealeth — He does not unseasonably utter what he knows.

Foolishness — Betrays his ignorance and folly.

Verse 25

[25] Heaviness in the heart of man maketh it stoop: but a good word maketh it glad.

A good word — A compassionate or encouraging word.

Verse 26

[26] The righteous is more excellent than his neighbour: but the way of the wicked seduceth them.

Neighbour — Than any other men.

Seduceth — Heb. maketh them to err, to lose that excellency or happiness which they had promised themselves.

Verse 27

[27] The slothful man roasteth not that which he took in hunting: but the substance of a diligent man is precious.

Resteth not — Does not enjoy the fruit of his labours.

Precious — Yields him comfort and blessing with it.

Proverbs 13

Verse 2

[2] A man shall eat good by the fruit of his mouth: but the soul of the transgressors shall eat violence.

Shall eat — Shall receive comfort, and benefit by his wise and profitable discourses.

Verse 6
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[6] Righteousness keepeth him that is upright in the way: but wickedness overthroweth the sinner. 

Keepeth him — From that over-throw which befal sinners.

Verse 7

[7] There is that maketh himself rich, yet hath nothing: there is that maketh himself poor, yet hath great riches.

Maketh rich — Some men who have little or nothing, pretend to have great riches.

Maketh rich — Some rich men profess to be poor.

Verse 8

[8] The ransom of a man's life are his riches: but the poor heareth not rebuke.

Riches — Riches enable a man to redeem his life when it is in greatest danger, and poverty preserves a man from many injuries. Because they are cautious, that they may not provoke others; and because they are esteemed objects of pity.

Verse 9
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[9] The light of the righteous rejoiceth: but the lamp of the wicked shall be put out.

The light — The prosperity.

Rejoiceth — Shines with a pleasant and constant brightness. Rejoicing is here ascribed to the light, as it is to the sun, Psalms 19:5, metaphorically.

Put out — Their felicity shall have a hidden end.

Verse 10

[10] Only by pride cometh contention: but with the well advised is wisdom.

Pride — It is chiefly, pride which blows up the coals of contention.

Well-advised — Who are not governed by their passions, but by prudent considerations.

Wisdom — Which teaches them to avoid contention.

Verse 11

[11] Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished: but he that gathereth by labour shall increase.

Vanity — By wicked practices.

Verse 12

[12] Hope deferred maketh the heart sick: but when the desire cometh, it is a tree of life.

Hope deferred — Delays in obtaining what a man passionately desires.

The desire — The good desired.

A tree of life — It is satisfactory, and reviving.

Verse 13

[13] Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed: but he that feareth the commandment shall be rewarded. 

The word — The word of God.

Verse 14

[14] The law of the wise is a fountain of life, to depart from the snares of death.

The law — The instruction, or counsel; as the word law, is frequently understood in scripture.

Verse 15

[15] Good understanding giveth favour: but the way of transgressors is hard.

Giveth — Makes a man acceptable to God.

Rough — Offensive and hateful to God and men, as rough ways are to a traveller.

Verse 16

[16] Every prudent man dealeth with knowledge: but a fool layeth open his folly.

Knowledge — Considerately and discreetly.

Layeth open — By his foolish actions.

Verse 17

[17] A wicked messenger falleth into mischief: but a faithful ambassador is health.

A messenger — Who is unfaithful in the execution of that which is committed to his charge.

Is health — Procures benefit, as to his master, so to himself.

Verse 19

[19] The desire accomplished is sweet to the soul: but it is abomination to fools to depart from evil.

Sweet — Whatsoever men earnestly desire, the enjoyment of it is sweet to them; therefore sinners rejoice in the satisfaction of their sinful lusts, and abhor all restraint of them.

Verse 21

[21] Evil pursueth sinners: but to the righteous good shall be repayed.

Evil — Punishment proportionable to their sin.

Verse 23

[23] Much food is in the tillage of the poor: but there is that is destroyed for want of judgment.

The poor — Poor persons by their diligent labours, and God's blessing often grow rich.

Destroyed — Or, consumed, brought to poverty, for want of discretion.

Verse 24

[24] He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes.

Hateth his son — His fond affection, is as pernicious to him as hatred.

Proverbs 14

Verse 1

[1] Every wise woman buildeth her house: but the foolish plucketh it down with her hands.

Buildeth — Maintains and improves her family and estate.

Her hands — By her idleness or sin.

Verse 3
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[3] In the mouth of the foolish is a rod of pride: but the lips of the wise shall preserve them.

A rod — His insolent speeches as they are like a rod, offensive to others, so, they make a rod for their own backs.

Verse 4

[4] Where no oxen are, the crib is clean: but much increase is by the strength of the ox.

The crib — The stable is empty of food for cattle, and much more for man. In the same sense cleanness of teeth is put for famine, Amos 4:6.

The strength — By their labours, or by diligence in husbandry, which then was principally managed by oxen.

Verse 6

[6] A scorner seeketh wisdom, and findeth it not: but knowledge is easy unto him that understandeth.

Findeth it not — Because he doth not seek it aright.

That understandeth — That is honest and pious.

Verse 8
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[8] The wisdom of the prudent is to understand his way: but the folly of fools is deceit.

His way — Consists not in vain speculations, but in a diligent study of his duty, and of the way to eternal happiness.

The folly — The wit of ungodly men, which is really their folly, is employed only in finding out ways of deceiving.

Verse 9

[9] Fools make a mock at sin: but among the righteous there is favour.

Favour — They find favour both with God and men.

Verse 10

[10] The heart knoweth his own bitterness; and a stranger doth not intermeddle with his joy.

Bitterness — The inward griefs and joys of mens hearts, are not known to any but a man's self.

Verse 12

[12] There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.

Right — There are some evil courses which men may think to be lawful and good.

The end — The event shews that they were sinful and destructive.

Verse 13

[13] Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful; and the end of that mirth is heaviness.

In laughter — The outward signs of joy are often mixed with real sorrow.

Verse 14

[14] The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways: and a good man shall be satisfied from himself.

In heart — He who departs from God inwardly.

Filled — With the fruit of his ways, the punishment of his sins.

Satisfied — From the pious temper of his own heart, which cleaves to the Lord, he shall receive unspeakable comfort.

Verse 15

[15] The simple believeth every word: but the prudent man looketh well to his going.

The simple — A foolish man.

Looketh — He orders his dealings in the world with due circumspection, not considering so much what other men say as what he ought to do.

Verse 16

[16] A wise man feareth, and departeth from evil: but the fool rageth, and is confident.

Feareth — Trembles at God's judgments when they are either inflicted or threatened.

Rageth — Frets against God; or is enraged against his messengers.

Confident — Secure and insensible of his danger.

Verse 17

[17] He that is soon angry dealeth foolishly: and a man of wicked devices is hated.

Foolishly — His passion hurries him into foolish speeches and actions.

Wicked devices — One who suppresses his passion, but meditates revenge.

Hated — Both by God and men.

Verse 18

[18] The simple inherit folly: but the prudent are crowned with knowledge.

Inherit — They possess it as their inheritance, holding it fast, and glorying in it.

Knowledge — The saving knowledge of God and of their own duty.

Verse 19

[19] The evil bow before the good; and the wicked at the gates of the righteous.

The evil — Good men shall have the pre-eminency over the wicked.

Verse 20

[20] The poor is hated even of his own neighbour: but the rich hath many friends.

Hated — Despised and abandoned.

Verse 21

[21] He that despiseth his neighbour sinneth: but he that hath mercy on the poor, happy is he.

Despiseth — That does not pity and relieve the poor.

Verse 23

[23] In all labour there is profit: but the talk of the lips tendeth only to penury.

The talk — Idle talking will bring a man to poverty.

Verse 24

[24] The crown of the wise is their riches: but the foolishness of fools is folly.

Riches — They are a singular advantage and ornament to them.

But — As for rich fools, their folly is not cured, but made worse and more manifest by their riches.

Verse 25

[25] A true witness delivereth souls: but a deceitful witness speaketh lies.

Souls — Such as are innocent, from false accusations.

Verse 27

[27] The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, to depart from the snares of death.

To depart — To preserve men from destructive courses.

Verse 29

[29] He that is slow to wrath is of great understanding: but he that is hasty of spirit exalteth folly.

Exalteth — Heb. lifteth up, like a banner, makes it known and visible to all men.

Verse 30

[30] A sound heart is the life of the flesh: but envy the rottenness of the bones.

A sound heart — Free from envy and inordinate passions.

Is life — Procures and maintains the health and vigour of the body.

Verse 31

[31] He that oppresseth the poor reproacheth his Maker: but he that honoureth him hath mercy on the poor.

His maker — Whose image the poor man bears, by whose providence he is made poor, and who hath declared himself to be their protector and avenger.

Verse 32

[32] The wicked is driven away in his wickedness: but the righteous hath hope in his death.

Driven away — In his death, from God's favour and presence.

Death — In his greatest dangers and distresses, yea even in death itself.

Verse 33

[33] Wisdom resteth in the heart of him that hath understanding: but that which is in the midst of fools is made known.

Resteth — Is laid up and hid there.

In the midst — In the heart.

Made known — They will publish in all times and companies.

Verse 35

[35] The king's favour is toward a wise servant: but his wrath is against him that causeth shame.

Shame — Both to himself, by his foolish management of the king's affairs, and to the king who made so foolish a choice of a servant.

Proverbs 15

Verse 2

[2] The tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright: but the mouth of fools poureth out foolishness.

Aright — Expressing what he knows prudently and gracefully.

Poureth out — Plentifully, continually, and vehemently, as a fountain does waters.

Verse 4
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[4] A wholesome tongue is a tree of life: but perverseness therein is a breach in the spirit.

Wholesome — Which utters sound and useful counsels.

Tree of life — Is greatly useful to preserve the present life, and to promote the spiritual and eternal life, both of the speaker and hearers.

Perverseness — False or corrupt speeches.

A breach — Disturbs and wounds the spirits, both of the speaker and hearers.

Verse 6

[6] In the house of the righteous is much treasure: but in the revenues of the wicked is trouble.

Revenues — Though he may obtain great revenues, yet they are attended with much trouble.

Verse 7

[7] The lips of the wise disperse knowledge: but the heart of the foolish doeth not so.

Disperse — Freely communicate to others what they know.

Verse 8
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[8] The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD: but the prayer of the upright is his delight.

Sacrifice — All the religious services, yea, the most costly; one kind being put for all the rest.

Prayer — The cheapest and meanest services.

Verse 11

[11] Hell and destruction are before the LORD: how much more then the hearts of the children of men?

Destruction — The place of destruction, of which men know nothing but by Divine revelation.

Verse 14

[14] The heart of him that hath understanding seeketh knowledge: but the mouth of fools feedeth on foolishness.

Foolishness — Wickedness is meat and drink to them.

Verse 15

[15] All the days of the afflicted are evil: but he that is of a merry heart hath a continual feast.

Afflicted — Of the troubled in mind.

Evil — Tedious and uncomfortable.

Chearful — Heb. of a good heart.

Verse 16

[16] Better is little with the fear of the LORD than great treasure and trouble therewith.

Trouble — Tumultuous lusts and passions, vexatious cares, and horrors of conscience.

Verse 19

[19] The way of the slothful man is as an hedge of thorns: but the way of the righteous is made plain.

An hedge — As a way hedged up with thorns, troublesome, perplexed, and full of difficulties.

Plain — Is easy and pleasant to him, notwithstanding all its difficulties.

Verse 22

[22] Without counsel purposes are disappointed: but in the multitude of counsellors they are established.

Counsel — When men do not seek, or will not receive advice from others.

Verse 23

[23] A man hath joy by the answer of his mouth: and a word spoken in due season, how good is it!

The answer — By a wise, or good and seasonable answer.

Verse 24

[24] The way of life is above to the wise, that he may depart from hell beneath.

The way — The way a wise man takes to obtain life, is to place his heart, and treasure, and conversation on things above.

Verse 25

[25] The LORD will destroy the house of the proud: but he will establish the border of the widow.

The proud — Of the mighty oppressors.

The border — The estate, the border being often used, for the land within the borders.

Verse 26

[26] The thoughts of the wicked are an abomination to the LORD: but the words of the pure are pleasant words.

Pleasant — Acceptable to God.

Verse 27

[27] He that is greedy of gain troubleth his own house; but he that hateth gifts shall live.

Troubleth — Brings God's curse upon himself and family.

Gifts — Bribes given to corrupt judgment.

Live — Shall preserve himself and family from ruin.

Verse 28

[28] The heart of the righteous studieth to answer: but the mouth of the wicked poureth out evil things.

Studieth — He speaks considerately.

The mouth — Not the heart; for he rashly speaks what comes into his mouth, without the direction of his heart or conscience.

Verse 30

[30] The light of the eyes rejoiceth the heart: and a good report maketh the bones fat.

A good report — A good name.

Fat — Not only chears a man for the present, but gives him such stable comfort as revives his soul, and gives vigour to his body.

Verse 31

[31] The ear that heareth the reproof of life abideth among the wise.

The ear — The man that hearkens to that reproof which leads to life, seeks and delights in the company of the wise.

Verse 33

[33] The fear of the LORD is the instruction of wisdom; and before honour is humility.

The instruction — Doth instruct men in true wisdom.

Proverbs 16

Verse 1

[1] The preparations of the heart in man, and the answer of the tongue, is from the LORD.

From the Lord — Men can neither think nor speak wisely and well without Divine assistance.

Verse 2
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[2] All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but the LORD weigheth the spirits.

Weigheth — Exactly knows as men do the things which they weigh.

Spirits — The hearts of men.

Verse 3

[3] Commit thy works unto the LORD, and thy thoughts shall be established.

Commit — Refer all thy actions and concerns to God, as the end of them, and depend upon God's providence for success.

Established — Thy designs shall be brought to an happy issue.

Verse 4

[4] The LORD hath made all things for himself: yea, even the wicked for the day of evil.

Doth work — He orders or disposes.

For — For his own glory; for the discovery of his wisdom, power, goodness, truth, justice.

The wicked — Wilful and impenitent sinners. Men make themselves wicked, and God therefore makes them miserable.

Verse 6
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[6] By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the LORD men depart from evil.

By mercy — By a merciful and just and faithful frame of heart and course of life.

Is purged — As they qualify a man to offer up acceptable prayers to God for the pardon of his sins.

By fear — By a filial reverence unto God.

Depart — They are kept from abusing pardoning mercy, and from returning to folly or wickedness.

Verse 9

[9] A man's heart deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth his steps.

Deviseth — Proposes what he will do.

Directeth — Over-rules and disposes all his designs and actions.

Verse 10

[10] A divine sentence is in the lips of the king: his mouth transgresseth not in judgment.

A divine sentence — Great sagacity and piercing judgment.

Of the king — Of wise kings; who only are worthy of that name and office.

Verse 11

[11] A just weight and balance are the LORD's: all the weights of the bag are his work.

The Lord's — Are made by his direction and appointment, so that no man can alter them without violating God's rights and authority.

Verse 15

[15] In the light of the king's countenance is life; and his favour is as a cloud of the latter rain.

A cloud — As acceptable as those clouds which bring the latter rain, whereby the fruits are filled and ripened a little before the harvest.

Verse 17

[17] The highway of the upright is to depart from evil: he that keepeth his way preserveth his soul.

The high-way — Their common road, in which they walk, tho' through frailty or temptation they slip into the bypath of sin.

From evil — From the evil of sin, and consequently from the evil of punishment.

Keepeth — That takes heed to walk in that high-way.

Verse 20

[20] He that handleth a matter wisely shall find good: and whoso trusteth in the LORD, happy is he.

Good — He who orders his affairs with discretion.

Verse 21

[21] The wise in heart shall be called prudent: and the sweetness of the lips increaseth learning.

The wise — He who is truly wise, shall be so accounted by others.

Sweetness — Eloquence added to wisdom.

Increaseth — Both in himself, for while a man teaches others, he improves himself; and others, who by this means are induced to hear and receive his instructions.

Verse 22

[22] Understanding is a wellspring of life unto him that hath it: but the instruction of fools is folly.

The instruction — Their most grave and serious counsels are foolish.

Verse 23

[23] The heart of the wise teacheth his mouth, and addeth learning to his lips.

Teacheth — Directs him what to speak, and keeps him from speaking foolishly.

Addeth — Enables him to speak learnedly and wisely.

Verse 27

[27] An ungodly man diggeth up evil: and in his lips there is as a burning fire.

Diggeth up — Prosecutes his evil designs with great industry.

His lips — His tongue is set on fire of hell.

Verse 30

[30] He shutteth his eyes to devise froward things: moving his lips he bringeth evil to pass.

Shutteth — That his thoughts may be more intent.

Moving — Which is the gesture of one whose thoughts are deeply engaged.

Verse 32

[32] He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city.

Is better — Of a more gallant and generous spirit, and more valiant and victorious.

Verse 33

[33] The lot is cast into the lap; but the whole disposing thereof is of the LORD.

The lot — As the ancient practice was in deciding doubtful things. The event of which though casual to men, is directed by God's providence.

Proverbs 17

Verse 4

[4] A wicked doer giveth heed to false lips; and a liar giveth ear to a naughty tongue.

False lips — To false accusations and calumnies, which give him occasion and encouragement to do mischief.

Verse 7
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[7] Excellent speech becometh not a fool: much less do lying lips a prince.

Excellent speech — Discourse of high and excellent things.

Verse 8

[8] A gift is as a precious stone in the eyes of him that hath it: whithersoever it turneth, it prospereth.

A precious stone — Pleasant and acceptable; and withal dazzles his eyes.

Whithersoever — To whomsoever it is presented. But this, as also many of her proverbs, are to be understood of most men, not of all.

Verse 9

[9] He that covereth a transgression seeketh love; but he that repeateth a matter separateth very friends.

Covereth — That conceals as far as he may, other mens faults.

Verse 11
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[11] An evil man seeketh only rebellion: therefore a cruel messenger shall be sent against him.

Rebellion — Against God.

Messenger — Or, a cruel angel, the angel of death, the devil, or some bloody men employed by God to avenge his quarrel.

Verse 12

[12] Let a bear robbed of her whelps meet a man, rather than a fool in his folly.

Folly — In the heat of his lust or passion.

Verse 14

[14] The beginning of strife is as when one letteth out water: therefore leave off contention, before it be meddled with.

Letteth out — By cutting the bank of a river.

Leave off — Avoid the occasions, and prevent the beginning of contention.

Verse 16

[16] Wherefore is there a price in the hand of a fool to get wisdom, seeing he hath no heart to it?

A price — Opportunities and abilities of getting it.

No heart — Neither discretion to discern the worth of wisdom, nor any sincere desire to get it.

Verse 17

[17] A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.

Was born — Was sent into the world for this, that he might comfort and relieve his brother in adversity.

Verse 18

[18] A man void of understanding striketh hands, and becometh surety in the presence of his friend.

Friend — Debtor, for whom being his friend, he becomes surety.

Verse 20

[20] He that hath a froward heart findeth no good: and he that hath a perverse tongue falleth into mischief.

No good — Shall not get that advantage which he expects.

Verse 22

[22] A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but a broken spirit drieth the bones.

Doth good — Even to the body; it contributes much to bodily health and vigour.

Drieth — Wastes the marrow of the bones, and the moisture and strength of the body.

Verse 24

[24] Wisdom is before him that hath understanding; but the eyes of a fool are in the ends of the earth.

In the face — His wisdom appears even in his looks.

The eyes — Minding most, those things which are remotest from him, and least concern him.

Verse 26

[26] Also to punish the just is not good, nor to strike princes for equity.

To strike — Nor to smite magistrates, either with the hand or tongue, for the execution of justice.

Proverbs 18

Verse 1

[1] Through desire a man, having separated himself, seeketh and intermeddleth with all wisdom.

Desire — Thro' desire of wisdom, a man having separated himself from the company, and noise, and business of the world, seeketh and intermeddleth with all wisdom, uses all diligence, that he may search and find out all solid knowledge and true wisdom.

Verse 2
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[2] A fool hath no delight in understanding, but that his heart may discover itself.

Understanding — In getting sound and saving, knowledge.

The discovery — In uttering that folly and wickedness which is in his heart.

Verse 3

[3] When the wicked cometh, then cometh also contempt, and with ignominy reproach.

Cometh — Into any place or company.

Contempt — He despiseth all instruction and reproof.

Reproach — And he shews his contempt by ignominious and reproachful expressions.

Verse 4

[4] The words of a man's mouth are as deep waters, and the wellspring of wisdom as a flowing brook.

A man's — A wise man's.

As a brook — That wisdom which is in his heart is continually pouring forth wise and good counsels.

Verse 8

[image: image71.png]


[image: image72.png]


[8] The words of a talebearer are as wounds, and they go down into the innermost parts of the belly.

They go — They wound mortally.

Verse 9

[9] He also that is slothful in his work is brother to him that is a great waster.

Is brother — Though they take several paths, yet both come to one end.

Verse 10

[10] The name of the LORD is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe. 

The name — The Lord, as he hath revealed himself in his works, and in his word by his promises.

Verse 14

[14] The spirit of a man will sustain his infirmity; but a wounded spirit who can bear?

Sustain — Will easily support him under any outward troubles.

Wounded — Dejected with the sense of its own guilt and misery.

Verse 18

[18] The lot causeth contentions to cease, and parteth between the mighty.

Parteth — Gives to every one what is right or meet.

Verse 20

[20] A man's belly shall be satisfied with the fruit of his mouth; and with the increase of his lips shall he be filled.

Satisfied — Wise discourses tend to the satisfaction of the speaker, as well as to the good of the hearers.

Verse 21

[21] Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof.

Death and life — Are brought upon men by, the good or bad use of their tongues.

Lovest — That love much talking.

Verse 22

[22] Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing, and obtaineth favour of the LORD.

A wise — A good wife; one that deserves the name, and performs the duty of that relation.

Favour — Obtains her not by his own diligence, but by God's good providence.

Verse 24

[24] A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly: and there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.

A man — Heb. A man of friends; who desires the friendship of others.

Proverbs 19

Verse 2

[2] Also, that the soul be without knowledge, it is not good; and he that hasteth with his feet sinneth.

Hasteth — That rashly and headily rushes into actions.

Verse 3
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[3] The foolishness of man perverteth his way: and his heart fretteth against the LORD.

Perverteth — Blasts his designs and enterprises.

Fretteth — He ascribes his unhappiness not to his own sin, but to God and his providence.

Verse 6

[6] Many will intreat the favour of the prince: and every man is a friend to him that giveth gifts.

A friend — in profession.

Verse 7

[7] All the brethren of the poor do hate him: how much more do his friends go far from him? he pursueth them with words, yet they are wanting to him.

Brethren — His nearest relations.

Hate — Despise and shun him.

Pursueth — Earnestly imploring their pity.

Verse 10
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[10] Delight is not seemly for a fool; much less for a servant to have rule over princes.

Delight — To live in pleasure and outward glory, doth not become him, nor suit with him; because prosperity corrupts even wise men, and makes fools mad; and because it gives him more opportunity to discover his folly, and to do mischief both to himself and others.

Verse 13

[13] A foolish son is the calamity of his father: and the contentions of a wife are a continual dropping.

Dropping — Are like rain continually dropping upon an house.

Verse 15

[15] Slothfulness casteth into a deep sleep; and an idle soul shall suffer hunger.

Casteth — Makes a man careless, and like one asleep in his business.

Verse 16

[16] He that keepeth the commandment keepeth his own soul; but he that despiseth his ways shall die.

His ways — The commands of God.

Verse 18

[18] Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying.

While — Before custom in sin, and thy indulgence have made him incorrigible.

Let not — Forbear not to give him due and necessary correction.

Verse 19

[19] A man of great wrath shall suffer punishment: for if thou deliver him, yet thou must do it again.

Great wrath — Of strong passions.

Deliver — If thou forbear to punish him.

Do it — Thou must deliver him again and again.

Verse 22

[22] The desire of a man is his kindness: and a poor man is better than a liar.

The desire — The hearty desire of being kind is accepted by God, and should be owned by men as a real kindness.

A poor man — Who is not able to give what he desires to do.

A liar — Than a rich man who feeds the poor with fair promises, but doth not perform what he pretends.

Verse 23

[23] The fear of the LORD tendeth to life: and he that hath it shall abide satisfied; he shall not be visited with evil.

Satisfied — Shall be fully contented with God's favour and blessing.

Verse 24

[24] A slothful man hideth his hand in his bosom, and will not so much as bring it to his mouth again.

Bring it — To feed himself; he expects that the meat should drop into his mouth.

Verse 25

[25] Smite a scorner, and the simple will beware: and reprove one that hath understanding, and he will understand knowledge.

Scorner — An obstinate and impudent transgressor.

Simple — Who sin thro' ignorance, being possibly drawn to it by the scorner's evil counsel or example.

Reprove — A verbal reproof will be more effectual for his reformation, than the severest punishments will be to a scorner.

Verse 26

[26] He that wasteth his father, and chaseth away his mother, is a son that causeth shame, and bringeth reproach.

Wasteth — His father's estate.

Chaseth — Causes her to avoid his presence, and to go from the house where he is.

Verse 28

[28] An ungodly witness scorneth judgment: and the mouth of the wicked devoureth iniquity.

Scorneth — Hath no reverence to the place of justice, nor to the presence of God there.

Devoureth — Utters it with greediness and delight.

Verse 29

[29] Judgments are prepared for scorners, and stripes for the back of fools.

Prepared — Although they be deferred for a time, yet they are treasured up for them.

Proverbs 20

Verse 1

[1] Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.

A mocker — Wine immoderately drunk makes men mockers.

Raging — Makes men full of rage.

Verse 2
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[2] The fear of a king is as the roaring of a lion: whoso provoketh him to anger sinneth against his own soul.

The fear — The terror which the wrath of a king causes.

Verse 3

[3] It is an honour for a man to cease from strife: but every fool will be meddling.

Meddling — Is always ready to begin strife, and obstinate in the continuance of it.

Verse 5

[5] Counsel in the heart of man is like deep water; but a man of understanding will draw it out.

Counsel — Designs of doing something of moment.

Deep water — Is secret and hard to be discovered.

Verse 8
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[8] A king that sitteth in the throne of judgment scattereth away all evil with his eyes.

His eyes — With his very looks, or by his diligent inspection into affairs.

Verse 10

[10] Divers weights, and divers measures, both of them are alike abomination to the LORD.

Divers — One greater for shew and one lesser for use.

Verse 11

[11] Even a child is known by his doings, whether his work be pure, and whether it be right.

Is known — The future disposition of a man may be probably conjectured from his childish manners.

Verse 13

[13] Love not sleep, lest thou come to poverty; open thine eyes, and thou shalt be satisfied with bread.

Open — Shake off sloth and betake thyself to thy employment with diligence and vigour.

Verse 15

[15] There is gold, and a multitude of rubies: but the lips of knowledge are a precious jewel.

The lips — But wise speeches are of far greater worth.

Verse 16

[16] Take his garment that is surety for a stranger: and take a pledge of him for a strange woman.

Take — As a pledge, without which he ought not to be trusted.

Of him — That is surety.

Verse 18

[18] Every purpose is established by counsel: and with good advice make war.

Established — The way to bring our purposes to good effect is to manage them with serious consideration.

Verse 20

[20] Whoso curseth his father or his mother, his lamp shall be put out in obscure darkness.

Lamp — His name and memory shall utterly perish.

Verse 24

[24] Man's goings are of the LORD; how can a man then understand his own way?

His way — What the issue of his designs will be.

Verse 25

[25] It is a snare to the man who devoureth that which is holy, and after vows to make enquiry.

A snare — It brings guilt upon him.

After — After a man has made vows to enquire for ways to break them.

Verse 26

[26] A wise king scattereth the wicked, and bringeth the wheel over them.

The wheel — As the cart-wheel was anciently turned over the sheaves to beat the corn out of them. He punishes them as their offences deserve.

Verse 27

[27] The spirit of man is the candle of the LORD, searching all the inward parts of the belly.

The spirit — The reasonable soul.

The candle — Is a clear and glorious light set up in man for his information and direction.

Of the Lord — So called because it comes from God in a more immediate manner than the body, Ecclesiastes 12:7, and because it is in God's stead, to observe and judge all our actions.

Searching — Discerning not only his outward actions, which are visible to others, but his most inward thoughts and affections. The belly is here put for the heart, as it is frequently.

Verse 30

[30] The blueness of a wound cleanseth away evil: so do stripes the inward parts of the belly.

The blueness — Grievous wounds, which make men black and blue; or severe punishments.

Cleanseth — Are the means to reclaim a wicked man, and to purge out his corruption.

The belly — Of the heart. Grievous wounds or stripes cleanse not only the outward man by keeping it from evil actions, but even the inward man, by expelling or subduing vile affections: which is a great and blessed benefit of afflictions.

Proverbs 21

Verse 1

[1] The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: he turneth it whithersoever he will.

The kings — He names kings not to exclude other men, but because they are more arbitrary and uncontrollable than others.

As rivers — Which husband-men draw by little channels into the adjacent grounds as they please.

Verse 4
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[4] An high look, and a proud heart, and the plowing of the wicked, is sin.

The plowing — Even their civil or natural actions, which in themselves are lawful, are made sinful as they are managed by ungodly men, without any regard to the glory of God, which ought to be the end of all our actions.

Verse 5

[5] The thoughts of the diligent tend only to plenteousness; but of every one that is hasty only to want.

Hasty — Who manages his affairs rashly.

Verse 6

[6] The getting of treasures by a lying tongue is a vanity tossed to and fro of them that seek death.

Lying tongue — By any false or deceitful words or actions.

Is tossed — Is like the chaff or smoak driven away by the wind.

Of them — That take those courses which will bring destruction upon them.

Verse 8
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[8] The way of man is froward and strange: but as for the pure, his work is right.

The way — Of every man by nature.

Strange — Estranged from God.

Right — But he whose heart is pure, his conversation is agreeable to it.

Verse 10

[10] The soul of the wicked desireth evil: his neighbour findeth no favour in his eyes.

Desireth — To do mischief.

No favour — He spares neither friend nor foe.

Verse 11

[11] When the scorner is punished, the simple is made wise: and when the wise is instructed, he receiveth knowledge.

The wise — The simple learn wisdom, both from the punishment of wicked men, and from the prosperity of good men.

Verse 12

[12] The righteous man wisely considereth the house of the wicked: but God overthroweth the wicked for their wickedness.

Considereth — He looks through its present glory to that ruin for which it is designed.

Verse 14

[14] A gift in secret pacifieth anger: and a reward in the bosom strong wrath.

In secret — Which makes it more acceptable.

In the bosom — Secretly conveyed into the bosom.

Verse 16

[16] The man that wandereth out of the way of understanding shall remain in the congregation of the dead.

Shall remain — Shall, without repentance, be condemned to eternal death.

Verse 17

[17] He that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man: he that loveth wine and oil shall not be rich.

Wine and oil — Delicious fare and luxurious feasting. Wine and oil were much used in feasts in those parts.

Verse 18

[18] The wicked shall be a ransom for the righteous, and the transgressor for the upright.

A ransom — The wicked shall be brought into those troubles, which were designed by wicked men for the righteous: thus Haman was a ransom for Mordecai.

Verse 20

[20] There is treasure to be desired and oil in the dwelling of the wise; but a foolish man spendeth it up.

The wise — Wise men lay up desirable treasures for their own use, and for their families. Oil is particularly mentioned, because that was a considerable part of their wealth and treasures in those countries.

Verse 22

[22] A wise man scaleth the city of the mighty, and casteth down the strength of the confidence thereof.

The strength — The strongest sorts to which the citizens trust.

Verse 25

[25] The desire of the slothful killeth him; for his hands refuse to labour.

Killeth — Torments him to death, while he passionately desires what he sees, he shall not enjoy, and will not take pains to procure.

Verse 26

[26] He coveteth greedily all the day long: but the righteous giveth and spareth not.

Coveteth — Spends his whole time in vain and lazy desires.

Giveth — By God's blessing upon his industry he procures enough, not only for his own support, but for the relief of others.

Verse 27

[27] The sacrifice of the wicked is abomination: how much more, when he bringeth it with a wicked mind?

The sacrifice — All the most costly services which they offer to God.

Because — As all the ancient translators render it, the Hebrew particle, aph, being expletive: or, even because; so the following clause gives the reason.

A wicked mind — Not in obedience to God's command, but either to cover, or countenance, or promote some wicked design.

Verse 28

[28] A false witness shall perish: but the man that heareth speaketh constantly.

Heareth — He witnesses nothing but what he has heard or seen.

Constantly — Always affirms the same thing.

Verse 29

[29] A wicked man hardeneth his face: but as for the upright, he directeth his way.

Hardeneth — Continues in evil with obstinacy and impudence.

Directs — He orders his steps aright.

Verse 31

[31] The horse is prepared against the day of battle: but safety is of the LORD.

The horse — Under which all war-like provisions are comprehended.

Proverbs 22

Verse 1

[1] A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving favour rather than silver and gold.

Favour — A good report among men, especially good men, and that hearty kindness which attends it.

Verse 2
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[2] The rich and poor meet together: the LORD is the maker of them all.

Meet — They live together, and need one another.

The maker — Not only as they are men, but as they are poor or rich, which difference comes from God's providence. They have one common creator, and Lord, and judge, and the one cannot despise nor grudge at the other without reflecting upon God.

Verse 3

[3] A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but the simple pass on, and are punished.

The evil — The judgment of God threatened, and approaching.

Hideth — Retires to his strong tower, by prayer and repentance, puts himself under the protection of the almighty.

Pass on — Carefully and securely.

Verse 6

[6] Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.

Depart — Not easily and ordinarily.

Verse 7
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[7] The rich ruleth over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender. 

Is servant — Is at his mercy, and forced to comply with his pleasure.

Verse 8

[8] He that soweth iniquity shall reap vanity: and the rod of his anger shall fail.

The rod — That power which he used with fury shall be taken from him.

Verse 9

[9] He that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed; for he giveth of his bread to the poor.

He — Who looks upon the wants and miseries of others with compassion.

Verse 12

[12] The eyes of the LORD preserve knowledge, and he overthroweth the words of the transgressor.

Preserve — God by the watchful eye of his providence maintains and defends.

Knowledge — Men of knowledge, knowing and good men.

The matters — All his hopes, enterprizes, and concerns.

Verse 14

[14] The mouth of strange women is a deep pit: he that is abhorred of the LORD shall fall therein.

The mouth — Her fair and flattering speeches.

Verse 15

[15] Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far from him.

Bound — Is fixed and settled there, as being born with him, and rooted in his very nature.

Verse 16

[16] He that oppresseth the poor to increase his riches, and he that giveth to the rich, shall surely come to want.

That giveth — That prodigally casts away his estate upon those who do not need it.

Verse 17

[17] Bow down thine ear, and hear the words of the wise, and apply thine heart unto my knowledge.

My knowledge — The knowledge of God, which I am here delivering.

Verse 18

[18] For it is a pleasant thing if thou keep them within thee; they shall withal be fitted in thy lips.

Fitted — Fitly expressed: thou wilt be able to discourse profitably of them.

Verse 20

[20] Have not I written to thee excellent things in counsels and knowledge,

In counsels and knowledge — In counsels which proceed from found knowledge.

Verse 21

[21] That I might make thee know the certainty of the words of truth; that thou mightest answer the words of truth to them that send unto thee?

Answer — That thou mayst be able to give solid, and satisfactory answers.

Verse 22

[22] Rob not the poor, because he is poor: neither oppress the afflicted in the gate:

In the gate — Under pretence of justice.

Verse 23

[23] For the LORD will plead their cause, and spoil the soul of those that spoiled them.

Spoil the soul — Take away not only their goods but their lives too.

Verse 29

[29] Seest thou a man diligent in his business? he shall stand before kings; he shall not stand before mean men.

Before kings — He is fit to be employed in the affairs of princes.

Proverbs 23

Verse 1

[1] When thou sittest to eat with a ruler, consider diligently what is before thee:

Ruler — With a great man.

Verse 2
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[2] And put a knife to thy throat, if thou be a man given to appetite.

Put a knife — Restrain thine appetite, as if a man stood with a knife at thy throat.

Verse 3

[3] Be not desirous of his dainties: for they are deceitful meat.

Deceitful — They do not yield thee that satisfaction which thou didst expect from them.

Verse 4

[4] Labour not to be rich: cease from thine own wisdom.

Thine own wisdom — From worldly wisdom, which persuades men to use all possible means to get riches.

Verse 5
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[5] Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? for riches certainly make themselves wings; they fly away as an eagle toward heaven.

Set thine eyes — Look upon it with earnestness and desire.

Is not — Which has no solid and settled being.

Eagle — Swiftly, strongly, and irrecoverably.

Verse 6

[6] Eat thou not the bread of him that hath an evil eye, neither desire thou his dainty meats:

Evil eye — Of the envious or covetous man.

Verse 7

[7] For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he: Eat and drink, saith he to thee; but his heart is not with thee.

So is he — You are not to judge of him by his words, but by the constant temper of his mind.

Verse 8

[8] The morsel which thou hast eaten shalt thou vomit up, and lose thy sweet words.

Vomit up — When thou perceivest his churlish disposition, his meat will be loathsome to thee.

Sweet words — Thy pleasant discourse wherewith thou didst design to delight and profit him.

Verse 9

[9] Speak not in the ears of a fool: for he will despise the wisdom of thy words.

Of a fool — Cast not away good counsels upon incorrigible sinners.

Verse 10

[10] Remove not the old landmark; and enter not into the fields of the fatherless:

Enter not — To possess their lands.

Verse 11

[11] For their redeemer is mighty; he shall plead their cause with thee.

Redeemer — Heb. their near kinsman, to whom it belongs to avenge their wrongs, and to recover and maintain their rights.

Verse 13

[13] Withhold not correction from the child: for if thou beatest him with the rod, he shall not die.

Shall not die — It is a likely way to prevent his destruction.

Verse 16

[16] Yea, my reins shall rejoice, when thy lips speak right things.

My reins — I shall rejoice with all my soul.

Verse 18

[18] For surely there is an end; and thine expectation shall not be cut off.

An end — An expected and happy end for such as fear God.

Verse 19

[19] Hear thou, my son, and be wise, and guide thine heart in the way.

Guide — Order the whole course of thine affections and actions.

In the way — In God's way.

Verse 23

[23] Buy the truth, and sell it not; also wisdom, and instruction, and understanding.

Buy — Purchase it upon any terms, spare no pains or cost.

Truth — The true and saving knowledge of God's will.

Sell it not — Do not forsake it for any worldly advantage.

Verse 26

[26] My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways.

Give me — Solomon here speaks in God's name.

Verse 30

[30] They that tarry long at the wine; they that go to seek mixed wine.

Mixt wine — Either mixed with water, or with other ingredients to make it strong and delicious.

Verse 31

[31] Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, when it moveth itself aright.

Red — Which was the colour of the best wines in that country.

Aright — When it sparkles, and seems to smile upon a man.

Verse 34

[34] Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in the midst of the sea, or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast.

Lieth down — To sleep.

Sea — In a ship in the midst of the sea.

Verse 35

[35] They have stricken me, shalt thou say, and I was not sick; they have beaten me, and I felt it not: when shall I awake? I will seek it yet again.

Sick — I was not sensible of it.

Again — At present my condition requires sleep to settle myself, and when I am composed, I purpose to return to my former course.

Proverbs 24

Verse 2

[2] For their heart studieth destruction, and their lips talk of mischief.

Destruction — How they may oppress and destroy others.

Verse 3
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[3] Through wisdom is an house builded; and by understanding it is established:

Through wisdom — There is no need that thou shouldest raise thy family by ruining others, which thou mayest more effectually do by wisdom.

Verse 4

[4] And by knowledge shall the chambers be filled with all precious and pleasant riches.

By knowledge — Which in scripture phrase includes the love and practice of what we know.

Verse 5

[5] A wise man is strong; yea, a man of knowledge increaseth strength.

Is strong — Is courageous and resolute, and able by wisdom to do greater things than others can accomplish by strength.

Verse 6
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[6] For by wise counsel thou shalt make thy war: and in multitude of counsellors there is safety.

Thy war — War is better managed by wisdom than by strength.

Verse 7

[7] Wisdom is too high for a fool: he openeth not his mouth in the gate.

A fool — For a wicked man, whose sins enfeeble his mind, and make it incapable of wisdom.

Openeth not — He knows not how to speak acceptably, and profitably in the publick assembly.

Verse 8

[8] He that deviseth to do evil shall be called a mischievous person.

Shall be called — Though he cover his wicked devices with fair pretences, he shall be branded with that infamy which is due to him.

Verse 9

[9] The thought of foolishness is sin: and the scorner is an abomination to men.

The thought — The very inward thought or contrivance of evil, is a sin in God's sight.

Verse 11

[11] If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto death, and those that are ready to be slain;

Deliver — When it is in thy power.

Drawn — By the violence of lawless men.

Verse 12

[12] If thou sayest, Behold, we knew it not; doth not he that pondereth the heart consider it? and he that keepeth thy soul, doth not he know it? and shall not he render to every man according to his works?

Consider — That this is only a frivolous excuse.

Verse 13

[13] My son, eat thou honey, because it is good; and the honeycomb, which is sweet to thy taste:

Eat — This is not a command, but a concession, and is only here expressed to illustrate the following verse. Honey in those parts was an usual food.

Verse 14

[14] So shall the knowledge of wisdom be unto thy soul: when thou hast found it, then there shall be a reward, and thy expectation shall not be cut off.

A reward — It is not only sweet for the present, but brings a sure and everlasting reward.

Verse 16

[16] For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again: but the wicked shall fall into mischief.

Falleth — Into calamities, of which he evidently speaks both in the foregoing verse, and in the following branch of this verse.

Fall — Frequently into irrecoverable destruction.

Verse 17

[17] Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth, and let not thine heart be glad when he stumbleth:

Falleth — Into mischief.

Verse 18

[18] Lest the LORD see it, and it displease him, and he turn away his wrath from him.

From him — Understand, upon thee, which is implied in the Hebrew phrase.

Verse 20

[20] For there shall be no reward to the evil man; the candle of the wicked shall be put out.

No reward — All his happiness shall quickly and eternally perish.

The candle — All their comfort and glory shall cease.

Verse 21

[21] My son, fear thou the LORD and the king: and meddle not with them that are given to change:

To change — That are unstable in their obedience to God or to the king.

Verse 22

[22] For their calamity shall rise suddenly; and who knoweth the ruin of them both?

Who knoweth — Who can conceive how sore and sudden will be the ruin of them that fear not God, and the king.

Verse 23

[23] These things also belong to the wise. It is not good to have respect of persons in judgment.

These — The counsels following, to the end of the chapter, no less than those hitherto mentioned, are worthy of their consideration.

Verse 25

[25] But to them that rebuke him shall be delight, and a good blessing shall come upon them.

Rebuke — That publickly and judicially rebuke and condemn the wicked.

Delight — The peace of a good conscience.

Verse 26

[26] Every man shall kiss his lips that giveth a right answer.

Shall kiss — Shall respect him.

A right answer — That speaks pertinently and plainly, and truly.

Verse 32

[32] Then I saw, and considered it well: I looked upon it, and received instruction.

Received — I learned wisdom by his folly.

Proverbs 25

Verse 1

[1] These are also proverbs of Solomon, which the men of Hezekiah king of Judah copied out.

These — Which are contained in this and the following chapters.

The men — Certain persons appointed by Hezekiah for that work. Many of them are political precepts, and such as in a special manner concerned Hezekiah, and other princes, for the conduct of their house and kingdom.

Copied — Out of the historical records which were then extant.

Verse 2
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[2] It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the honour of kings is to search out a matter.

The glory — It is agreeable to the nature of God; it is a testimony of his infinite wisdom, and of his absolute power and sovereignty.

To conceal — To keep his counsels, and the reasons of his actions in his own breast.

Search out — To communicate their counsels to others, that so they may search and find out the right way.

Verse 3

[3] The heaven for height, and the earth for depth, and the heart of kings is unsearchable.

The heart — Though wise kings will search out other men, yet their inward thoughts and purposes are hardly discoverable.

Verse 4

[4] Take away the dross from the silver, and there shall come forth a vessel for the finer.

Take away — Then, and not 'till then it is fit for that use.

Verse 6
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[6] Put not forth thyself in the presence of the king, and stand not in the place of great men:

Stand not — Do not affect frequent and familiar society with greater persons than thyself.

Verse 9

[9] Debate thy cause with thy neighbour himself; and discover not a secret to another:

Debate — If thou hast any quarrel with him, first try to compose it by private discourse with him.

Discover not — Let not heat of contention provoke thee to divulge any of his secrets committed to thy trust.

Verse 10

[10] Lest he that heareth it put thee to shame, and thine infamy turn not away.

Lest he — Reproach thee for thy gross violation of the laws of prudence, justice and friendship.

Verse 11

[11] A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver.

Of silver — Which it seems was usual in those times, and was grateful to the eye for the beauty and variety both of the colours and figures, the golden apples appearing through net-work of silver.

Verse 13

[13] As the cold of snow in the time of harvest, so is a faithful messenger to them that send him: for he refresheth the soul of his masters.

Cold of snow — As drink cooled with ice or snow, as is usual in hot countries.

Verse 14

[14] Whoso boasteth himself of a false gift is like clouds and wind without rain.

Boasteth — Promising what he never intends to give.

Is like — Like empty clouds carried about with wind, and not affording that rain which they promise.

Verse 15

[15] By long forbearing is a prince persuaded, and a soft tongue breaketh the bone.

Forbearing — By patient submission and expectation.

Breaketh — Softens the hardest heart.

Verse 16

[16] Hast thou found honey? eat so much as is sufficient for thee, lest thou be filled therewith, and vomit it.

Honey — By honey he understands, not only all delicious meats, but all worldly delights, which we are here taught to use with moderation.

Verse 17

[17] Withdraw thy foot from thy neighbour's house; lest he be weary of thee, and so hate thee.

Withdraw — Visit him not too frequently.

Verse 18

[18] A man that beareth false witness against his neighbour is a maul, and a sword, and a sharp arrow.

A sword — Is as cruel and pernicious as any instrument of death.

Verse 20

[20] As he that taketh away a garment in cold weather, and as vinegar upon nitre, so is he that singeth songs to an heavy heart.

As vinegar — Which dissolves the nitre, and makes it useless and ineffectual.

Verse 21

[21] If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he be thirsty, give him water to drink:

Bread — By bread and water he understands all things necessary for his subsistence.

Verse 22

[22] For thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head, and the LORD shall reward thee.

For — In so doing, which words are expressed Romans 12:20, where this text is quoted. Thou shalt melt him into repentance, and love.

Verse 25

[25] As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country.

So — Because it comes more rarely and difficultly, after it hath been long expected.

Verse 26

[26] A righteous man falling down before the wicked is as a troubled fountain, and a corrupt spring.

Falling — When righteous men are oppressed by the wicked, the state of that common-wealth is as deplorable, as if the publick fountains were corrupted.

Verse 27

[27] It is not good to eat much honey: so for men to search their own glory is not glory.

Not good — For health.

To search — Industriously to seek for applause.

Is not — Is not only sinful, but shameful also.

Proverbs 26

Verse 2

[2] As the bird by wandering, as the swallow by flying, so the curse causeless shall not come.

By flying — Secures itself from the fowler.

Not come — Upon the innocent person, but he shall escape from it like a bird.

Verse 4

[image: image101.png]


[image: image102.png]


[4] Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou also be like unto him.

According — So as to imitate his folly, by passionate or reproachful speeches.

Verse 5

[5] Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit. 

According — So as his folly needs and requires, convincing him strongly, reproving him sharply, and exposing him to just shame.

Verse 6

[6] He that sendeth a message by the hand of a fool cutteth off the feet, and drinketh damage. 

Cutteth off the feet — Of his messenger; bids one go that wants legs.

Drinketh — Drinking, in scripture, frequently denotes the plentiful doing or receiving of any thing.

Verse 7
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[7] The legs of the lame are not equal: so is a parable in the mouth of fools.

The legs — Heb. the legs of the lame are lifted up, in going, or in dancing, which is done with great inequality and uncomeliness.

So — No less incident are wise and pious speeches from a foolish and ungodly man.

Verse 8

[8] As he that bindeth a stone in a sling, so is he that giveth honour to a fool.

Bindeth — Whereby he hinders his own design of throwing the stone out of it.

So — No less absurd is he that giveth to a fool that honour which he is not capable of using aright.

Verse 9

[9] As a thorn goeth up into the hand of a drunkard, so is a parable in the mouth of fools.

A thorn — As a thorn is in a drunkard's hand, which he cannot manage cautiously, but employs to his own and others hurt.

So — As unprofitable, and, by accident, hurtful to himself and others.

Verse 10

[10] The great God that formed all things both rewardeth the fool, and rewardeth transgressors.

Rewardeth — Will certainly give that recompence which is deserved by fools and transgressors, by such as sin either thro' ignorance, or wilfully.

Verse 14

[14] As the door turneth upon his hinges, so doth the slothful upon his bed.

Turneth — Moving hither and thither upon it, but not removing from its place.

Verse 16

[16] The sluggard is wiser in his own conceit than seven men that can render a reason.

A reason — A satisfactory reason of ail their actions.

Verse 17

[17] He that passeth by, and meddleth with strife belonging not to him, is like one that taketh a dog by the ears.

He — Who is going upon the way.

With strife — In which he is not concerned, nor any way obliged to meddle.

That taketh — Exposes himself to needless hazard.

Verse 18

[18] As a mad man who casteth firebrands, arrows, and death,

And death — Any instruments of death.

Verse 23

[23] Burning lips and a wicked heart are like a potsherd covered with silver dross.

Burning — With malice or hatred: A slanderous or evil tongue.

Dross — Such a tongue and heart are of no real worth, although sometimes they make a shew of it, as dross does of silver.

Verse 26

[26] Whose hatred is covered by deceit, his wickedness shall be shewed before the whole congregation.

Deceit — With false professions of love.

Verse 27

[27] Whoso diggeth a pit shall fall therein: and he that rolleth a stone, it will return upon him.

Rolleth — Up the hill with design to do mischief to some person.

Proverbs 27

Verse 1

[1] Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.

Boast not — Of any good thing which thou purposeth to do, or hopest to receive tomorrow, or hereafter.

Knowest not — What may happen in the space of one day. The day is said to bring forth, what God by his almighty power either causes or suffers to be brought forth or done in it.

Verse 3
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[3] A stone is heavy, and the sand weighty; but a fool's wrath is heavier than them both.

Heavier — More grievous, being without cause, without measure, and without end.

Verse 5

[5] Open rebuke is better than secret love.

Open — When it is needful, in which case, though it put a man to some shame yet it doth him good.

Better — More desirable and beneficial.

Secret love — Which does not shew itself by friendly actions, and particularly by free and faithful reproof.

Verse 6

[6] Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful. 

Wounds — The sharpest reproofs.

Kisses — All the outward profession of friendship.

Verse 8
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[8] As a bird that wandereth from her nest, so is a man that wandereth from his place.

Wandereth — That flies from place to place, whereby she is exposed to all the arts of fowlers, and to birds of prey.

So — So is he who through vanity or lightness changes his abode, or his calling.

Verse 10

[10] Thine own friend, and thy father's friend, forsake not; neither go into thy brother's house in the day of thy calamity: for better is a neighbour that is near than a brother far off.

Neither go — For comfort and relief, so as to forsake thy friend for him.

A neighbour — The friend, who hath shewed himself to be a good neighbour.

Near — In affection.

Verse 11

[11] My son, be wise, and make my heart glad, that I may answer him that reproacheth me.

Reproacheth — For being the father of a wicked son.

Verse 14

[14] He that blesseth his friend with a loud voice, rising early in the morning, it shall be counted a curse to him.

Blesseth — That praises him to his face.

A loud voice — That both he, and others, may be sure to take notice of it.

Rising early — To shew his great forwardness.

A curse — His friend will value this kind of blessing no more than a curse.

Verse 16

[16] Whosoever hideth her hideth the wind, and the ointment of his right hand, which bewrayeth itself.

Hideth — Attempts to smother her passion.

Right-hand — Which being the great instrument of action, by its much stirring, diffuses the savour of it.

Verse 17

[17] Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend.

Iron — Iron tools are made sharp and fit for use, by rubbing them against the file, or some other iron.

The countenance — The company or conversation of his friend.

Verse 18

[18] Whoso keepeth the fig tree shall eat the fruit thereof: so he that waiteth on his master shall be honoured.

So he — That serves him faithfully, prudently, and diligently.

Verse 19

[19] As in water face answereth to face, so the heart of man to man.

So — So one man resembles another in the corruption of his nature.

Verse 20

[20] Hell and destruction are never full; so the eyes of man are never satisfied.

Hell — The grave devours all the bodies which are put into it, and is always ready to receive and devour more.

The eyes — The desires, which discover themselves by the eyes.

Verse 21

[21] As the fining pot for silver, and the furnace for gold; so is a man to his praise.

To his praise — Or, according to his praise. So a man is tried by praise.

Verse 23

[23] Be thou diligent to know the state of thy flocks, and look well to thy herds.

Flock — Flocks and herds are here put for all possessions, because anciently they were the chief part of a man's riches.

Verse 24

[24] For riches are not for ever: and doth the crown endure to every generation?

For — What thou dost now possess, will not last always. If a man had the wealth of a kingdom, without care and diligence it would be brought to nothing.

Verse 25

[25] The hay appeareth, and the tender grass sheweth itself, and herbs of the mountains are gathered.

The hay — Another encouragement to diligence; God invites thee to it by the plentiful provisions wherewith he has enriched the earth for thy sake.

The mountains — Even the most barren parts afford thee their help.

Verse 26

[26] The lambs are for thy clothing, and the goats are the price of the field.

The price — By the sale whereof thou mayest either pay the rent of the field which thou hirest, or purchase fields or lands. Goats might better be spared and sold than sheep, which brought a more constant profit to the owner.

Verse 27

[27] And thou shalt have goats' milk enough for thy food, for the food of thy household, and for the maintenance for thy maidens.

Goat's milk — Or, if thou chusest rather to keep thy goats, the milk will serve thee for food to thyself and family. In ancient times men used a plain and simple diet.

Proverbs 28

Verse 2

[2] For the transgression of a land many are the princes thereof: but by a man of understanding and knowledge the state thereof shall be prolonged.

But — By a wise and good prince.

Verse 3
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[3] A poor man that oppresseth the poor is like a sweeping rain which leaveth no food.

It like — Is like a violent rain or flood, which washes away the very seeds in the earth. He is the worst of all oppressors.

Verse 4

[4] They that forsake the law praise the wicked: but such as keep the law contend with them.

Contend — Are so far from praising them, that they severely reprove them.

Verse 5

[5] Evil men understand not judgment: but they that seek the LORD understand all things.

Judgment — What is just and right.

All things — Which are necessary to be known by them.

Verse 6
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[6] Better is the poor that walketh in his uprightness, than he that is perverse in his ways, though he be rich.

Better — In a much happier condition.

Verse 10

[10] Whoso causeth the righteous to go astray in an evil way, he shall fall himself into his own pit: but the upright shall have good things in possession.

Causeth — That by evil counsel, or example, or artifice, draws them into evil.

Verse 12

[12] When righteous men do rejoice, there is great glory: but when the wicked rise, a man is hidden. 

Rejoice — Are promoted.

Glory — In that common-wealth.

Rise — Are advanced to authority.

Hidden — Wise and good men, who only are worthy of the name of men, withdraw themselves into obscure places.

Verse 14

[14] Happy is the man that feareth alway: but he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief.

Alway — In all times, companies, and conditions.

Verse 16

[16] The prince that wanteth understanding is also a great oppressor: but he that hateth covetousness shall prolong his days.

Oppressor — The tyranny of a prince, is a manifest sign of folly.

Prolong — By God's favour, the peace and satisfaction of his own mind, and the hearty love of his people.

Verse 17

[17] A man that doeth violence to the blood of any person shall flee to the pit; let no man stay him.

Violence — That sheddeth any man's blood.

Shall flee — Shall speedily be destroyed.

Shall slay — None should desire or endeavour to save him from his deserved punishment.

Verse 18

[18] Whoso walketh uprightly shall be saved: but he that is perverse in his ways shall fall at once.

At once — Once for all; so he shall never rise more.

Verse 20

[20] A faithful man shall abound with blessings: but he that maketh haste to be rich shall not be innocent. 

Faithful — Who deals truly and justly in all his transactions.

Verse 21

[21] To have respect of persons is not good: for for a piece of bread that man will transgress.

For — When a man hath once accustomed himself to take bribes, a very small advantage will make him sell justice.

Verse 22

[22] He that hasteth to be rich hath an evil eye, and considereth not that poverty shall come upon him.

Evil eye — Is uncharitable to persons in want, and envious to those who get any thing besides him.

Poverty — And consequently that he shall need the pity and help of others.

Verse 24

[24] Whoso robbeth his father or his mother, and saith, It is no transgression; the same is the companion of a destroyer. 

The same — Is a thief and robber.

Verse 25

[25] He that is of a proud heart stirreth up strife: but he that putteth his trust in the LORD shall be made fat.

Fat — Shall live happily and comfortably.

Verse 26

[26] He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool: but whoso walketh wisely, he shall be delivered.

Wisely — Distrusting his own judgment, and seeking the advice of others, and especially of God.

Verse 28

[28] When the wicked rise, men hide themselves: but when they perish, the righteous increase.

Men — Righteous men are afraid to appear publickly.

Proverbs 29

Verse 4

[4] The king by judgment establisheth the land: but he that receiveth gifts overthroweth it.

Judgment — By the free and impartial exercise of justice.

Gifts — Bribes.

Verse 8
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[8] Scornful men bring a city into a snare: but wise men turn away wrath.

Wrath — The wrath of God or of men, who were enraged against it.

Verse 9

[9] If a wise man contendeth with a foolish man, whether he rage or laugh, there is no rest.

Whether — Whether he, the wise man, deal sharply with him, or mildly, there is no rest, no end or fruit of the debate.

Verse 10

[10] The bloodthirsty hate the upright: but the just seek his soul.

Seek — To preserve it.

Verse 15
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[15] The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame.

Left — Suffered to follow his own will without restraint and chastening.

Verse 18

[18] Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.

No vision — No prophecy; no publick preaching of God's word.

Verse 19

[19] A servant will not be corrected by words: for though he understand he will not answer.

A servant — Who is so not only in condition, but also in the temper of his mind, disingenuous, and stubborn.

Words — By mere words.

Tho' — Though he know thy mind, and his own duty.

Verse 20

[20] Seest thou a man that is hasty in his words there is more hope of a fool than of him.

Hasty — Who is rash and heady in the management of his affairs.

Verse 21

[21] He that delicately bringeth up his servant from a child shall have him become his son at the length.

Delicately — Allowing him too much freedom, and familiarity.

A son — Will find him at last grow insolent, and forgetful of his servile condition.

Verse 24

[24] Whoso is partner with a thief hateth his own soul: he heareth cursing, and bewrayeth it not.

Bewrayeth it not — Which he is bound to do for the publick good.

Verse 25

[25] The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the LORD shall be safe. 

A snare — Is an occasion of many sins.

Verse 26

[26] Many seek the ruler's favour; but every man's judgment cometh from the LORD.

Judgment — The decision of his cause, and the success of all his endeavours.

Proverbs 30

Verse 1

[1] The words of Agur the son of Jakeh, even the prophecy: the man spake unto Ithiel, even unto Ithiel and Ucal,

Jakeh — Who lived either in Solomon's time, or rather afterwards, and was famous in his generation for wisdom and piety.

The prophecy — The prophetical instruction; for as the prophets were public preachers as well as foretellers of things to come, so their sermons, no less than their predictions, are commonly called their prophecies.

And Ucal — Two friends and co-temporaries of Agur, who desired his instructions.

Verse 2
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[2] Surely I am more brutish than any man, and have not the understanding of a man.

Surely — This he utters from a modest and humble apprehension of his own ignorance.

Verse 3

[3] I neither learned wisdom, nor have the knowledge of the holy.

I neither learned — I have not been taught in the schools of wisdom.

Of the holy — Of the holy prophets. I have not such Divine inspirations as prophets strictly so called have received.

Verse 4

[4] Who hath ascended up into heaven, or descended? who hath gathered the wind in his fists? who hath bound the waters in a garment? who hath established all the ends of the earth? what is his name, and what is his son's name, if thou canst tell?

Who — What mere man? None at all.

Ascended — To learn the mind of God who dwells there.

Descended — To teach men below what he had learned above. No man can fully know and teach us these things unless he hath been in heaven, and sent down from thence to the earth for that end.

In his fists — To hold them in, or let them out at his pleasure? And none but he who made and governs all creatures, can know and teach these things.

The waters — Those above the clouds, and those below, the sea which God keeps as it were within doors, and the water which he shuts up in the bowels of the earth.

The earth — The whole earth from one end to another, which God upholdeth in the air, by the word of his power.

If — If thou thinkest there be any man who can do these things, produce his name; or if he be dead, the name of any of his posterity.

Verse 5
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[5] Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.

Pure — You must not expect the full knowledge of Divine mysteries from me, nor from any man, but from the word of God.

Verse 8

[8] Remove far from me vanity and lies: give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with food convenient for me:

Vanity — All vanity of heart and life; a vain conversation, or a love of the vain things of this world.

Lies — All falsehood and deceit in my words and carriage.

Convenient — Moderate and suitable both to my natural necessities, and to that condition of life in which thou hast put me.

Verse 9

[9] Lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, Who is the LORD? or lest I be poor, and steal, and take the name of my God in vain.

Deny thee — By trusting to riches, which is a denial of God, and by unthankfulness for, and abuse of his mercies.

Who is the Lord — That I should serve him.

Lest I take — Use false oaths either to vindicate myself when I am suspected, or to gratify others, as poor men frequently do.

Verse 10

[10] Accuse not a servant unto his master, lest he curse thee, and thou be found guilty.

Accuse not — Without sufficient cause: for otherwise, in some cases this may be a duty.

Curse thee — Desire God to punish thee.

Guilty — By God, who is ready to plead the cause of the afflicted.

Verse 11

[11] There is a generation that curseth their father, and doth not bless their mother.

A generation — A sort of men.

Verse 12

[12] There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes, and yet is not washed from their filthiness.

Not washed — Who imagine they are truly religious, when they live in a course of wickedness.

Verse 14

[14] There is a generation, whose teeth are as swords, and their jaw teeth as knives, to devour the poor from off the earth, and the needy from among men.

Devour — Extortioners, and cruel oppressors.

Verse 15

[15] The horseleach hath two daughters, crying, Give, give. There are three things that are never satisfied, yea, four things say not, It is enough:

The horse-leach — An insatiable creature, sucking blood 'till it is ready to burst.

Two daughters — The following things resemble the horse-leach in its insatiableness; nothing being more ordinary than to call those persons or things the sons or daughters of those whose examples they imitate.

Three — Though he begins with two, yet he proceeds from thence to three, and four, all which are said to be the daughters of the horse-leach.

Verse 17

[17] The eye that mocketh at his father, and despiseth to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and the young eagles shall eat it.

The eye — He that scorneth or derideth his parents, tho' it be but with a look or gesture, and much more when he breaks out into opprobrious words and actions.

Verse 18

[18] There be three things which are too wonderful for me, yea, four which I know not:

Wonderful — The way whereof I cannot trace.

Verse 20

[20] Such is the way of an adulterous woman; she eateth, and wipeth her mouth, and saith, I have done no wickedness.

Such is — So secret and undiscernible.

Eateth — The bread of deceit in secret.

Verse 21

[21] For three things the earth is disquieted, and for four which it cannot bear:

Four — Which are intolerable in human societies.

Verse 22

[22] For a servant when he reigneth; and a fool when he is filled with meat;

A servant — For such an one is commonly ignorant, and therefore commits many errors; he is poor, and therefore insatiable, he is proud and imperious, and usually injurious and cruel.

A fool — A conceited fool.

When — When he abounds in wealth.

Verse 23

[23] For an odious woman when she is married; and an handmaid that is heir to her mistress.

An odious — Proud, and perverse.

Married — For then she displays all those ill humours, which before, she concealed.

Is heir — Which great and sudden change transports her beside herself, and makes her insufferably proud and scornful.

Verse 27

[27] The locusts have no king, yet go they forth all of them by bands;

Bands — Several companies, in exact order.

Verse 28

[28] The spider taketh hold with her hands, and is in kings' palaces.

Hands — With her legs, which he calls hands, because they serve her for the same use, to do her work, to weave her web, and to catch gnats or flies.

Palaces — Is not only in poor cottages, but many times in palaces also.

Verse 31

[31] A greyhound; an he goat also; and a king, against whom there is no rising up.

An he-goat — Which marches in the head of the flock in a grave and stately manner, conducting them with great courage and resolution, and being ready to fight for them, either with beasts or men that oppose him.

A king — Heb. a king and his people with him, a king when he hath the hearts and hands of his people going along with him in his undertakings.

Verse 32

[32] If thou hast done foolishly in lifting up thyself, or if thou hast thought evil, lay thine hand upon thy mouth.

Thought — Designed any injury against thy neighbour.

Lay thine hand — Do not open thy mouth to excuse it, but repent of it, and do so no more.

Verse 33

[33] Surely the churning of milk bringeth forth butter, and the wringing of the nose bringeth forth blood: so the forcing of wrath bringeth forth strife.

The forcing — The stirring up of wrath, either in a man's self towards others, by giving way to passion; or in others by reproaches, or any other provocations.

Bringeth forth — Is the cause of many quarrels.

Proverbs 31

Verse 1

[1] The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him.

Lemuel — Of Solomon, by the general consent both of Jewish and Christian writers; this name signifies one from God, or belonging to God, and such an one was Solomon eminently, being given by God to David and Bathsheba, as a pledge of his reconciliation to them after their repentance. Possibly his mother gave him this name to mind him of his great obligations to God, and of the justice of his devoting himself to God's service.

Verse 2
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[2] What, my son? and what, the son of my womb? and what, the son of my vows?

What — A short speech, arguing her great passion for him; what words shall I take? What counsels shall I give thee? My heart is full, but where shall I begin? Of my womb - My son, not by adoption, but whom I bare in the womb, and therefore it is my duty to give thee admonitions, and thine to receive them.

My vows — On whose behalf I have made many prayers and sacrifices, and solemn vows to God; whom I have, as far as in me lay, devoted to the work, and service, and glory of God.

Verse 3

[3] Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to that which destroyeth kings.

Strength — The vigour of thy mind and body.

Ways — Thy conversation, repeated in other words.

Verse 4

[4] It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine; nor for princes strong drink:

To drink — To excess.

Verse 6
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[6] Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish, and wine unto those that be of heavy hearts.

To perish — To faint; for such need a cordial.

Verse 8

[8] Open thy mouth for the dumb in the cause of all such as are appointed to destruction.

The dumb — For such as cannot speak in their own cause, either through ignorance, or because of the dread of their more potent adversaries.

Destruction — Who, without such succour from the judges, are like to be utterly ruined.

Verse 10

[10] Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies.

A virtuous woman — Here he lays down several qualifications of an excellent wife, which are delivered in alphabetical order, each verse beginning with a several letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

Verse 11

[11] The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil.

No need — He shall have no need to use indirect courses to get wealth.

Verse 13

[13] She seeketh wool, and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands.

Flax — That she may find employment for her servants.

Worketh — She encourages them to work by her example; which was a common practice among princesses in those first ages. Not that it is the duty of kings and queens to use manual operations, but it is the duty of all persons, the greatest not excepted, to improve all their talents, and particularly their time, which is one of the noblest of them, to the service of that God to whom they must give an account, and to the good of that community to which they are related.

Verse 14

[14] She is like the merchants' ships; she bringeth her food from afar.

From afar — By the sale of her home-spun commodities she purchases the choicest goods which come from far countries.

Verse 15

[15] She riseth also while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her household, and a portion to her maidens.

Giveth — Distributes all necessary provisions.

Verse 16

[16] She considereth a field, and buyeth it: with the fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard.

Considereth — Whether it be fit for her use.

The fruit — With the effects of her diligence.

Planteth — She improves the land to the best advantage.

Verse 17

[17] She girdeth her loins with strength, and strengtheneth her arms.

Girdeth — She uses great diligence and expedition in her employment; for which end, men in those times used to gird up their long and loose garments about their loins.

Strengtheneth — Puts forth her utmost strength in her business.

Verse 18

[18] She perceiveth that her merchandise is good: her candle goeth not out by night.

Perceiveth — She finds great comfort in her labours.

Her candle — Which is not to be taken strictly, but only signifies her unwearied care and industry.

Verse 19

[19] She layeth her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff.

She layeth — By her own example she provokes her servants to labour. And although in these latter and more delicate times, such mean employments are grown out of fashion among great persons, yet they were not so in former ages, neither in other countries, nor in this land; whence all women unmarried unto this day are called in the language of our law, Spinsters.

Verse 21

[21] She is not afraid of the snow for her household: for all her household are clothed with scarlet. 

Not afraid — Of any injuries of the weather.

Are clothed — She hath provided enough, not only for their necessity, but also for their delight and ornament.

Verse 22

[22] She maketh herself coverings of tapestry; her clothing is silk and purple.

Tapestry — For the furniture of her house.

Silk — Which was agreeable to her high quality.

Verse 23

[23] Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land.

It known — Observed and respected, not only for his own worth, but for his wife's sake.

Sitteth — In counsel or judgment.

Verse 24

[24] She maketh fine linen, and selleth it; and delivereth girdles unto the merchant.

Girdles — Curiously wrought of linen, and gold, or other precious materials.

Verse 25

[25] Strength and honour are her clothing; and she shall rejoice in time to come.

Strength — Strength of mind, magnanimity, courage, activity.

Her clothing — Her ornament and glory.

Rejoice — She lives in constant tranquillity of mind, from a just confidence in God's gracious providence.

Verse 26

[26] She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of kindness.

Openeth her mouth — She is neither sullenly silent, nor full of impertinent talk, but speaks discreetly and piously, as occasion offers.

In her tongue — Her speeches are guided by wisdom and grace, and not by inordinate passions. And this practice is called a law in her tongue, because it is constant and customary, and proceeds from an inward and powerful principle of true wisdom.

Verse 27

[27] She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth not the bread of idleness.

Looketh well — She diligently observes the management of her domestick business, and the whole carriage of her children and servants.

Verse 30

[30] Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised.

Favour — Comeliness, which commonly gives women favour with those who behold them.

Deceitful — It gives a false representation of the person, being often a cover to a deformed soul; it does not give a man that satisfaction, which at first he promised to himself from it; and it is soon lost, not only by death, but by many diseases and contingencies.

Verse 31

[31] Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let her own works praise her in the gates.

Give her — It is but just, that she should enjoy those praises which her labours deserve.

Let her works — If men be silent, the lasting effects of her prudence and diligence will trumpet forth her praises.

In the gates — In the most publick and solemn assemblies.

